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The experience of Sguinzi in glass and aluminium is increasingly 
appreciated in the RV sector. The many solutions for panoramic 
roofs, entrance doors and cab windows are made using processes 
typical of the automotive sector. The in-house design and engineering 
department can customise products and design new ones based on 
specific customer requirements

Words Renato Antonini

The presence of Sguinzi at the Car-
avan Salon in Düsseldorf was sig-
nificant in the stand in Hall 13 and 

for the many products, including pan-
oramic roofs, cab doors and 
cab windows, installed on the 
vehicles displayed by several 
RV manufacturers. In just a 
few years, Sguinzi has earned 

a reputation in the RV sector 
gaining recognition for the high 

quality of its products and its ability 
to provide turnkey services from design to 

mass production. Behind this success is almost 
sixty years of experience in the automotive industry 
and a well-organised in-house design and prototyp-
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ing department. “We are growing and a significant contribution 
comes from the increase in share in the RV sector”, explained 
Stefano Lovati, CEO of Sguinzi. “Today the sector accounts for 
35% of the total turnover”.

Panoramic roof
The panoramic roof was the Sguinzi product 
that most caught the attention of the trade at 
the Caravan Salon. It has been used for some 
time on the Fiat-based motorhomes made by 
Trigano in the plant in Atessa (Italy) and the 
opening version is now being installed on the 
most recent MAN-based Adria campervan. 
The Sguinzi panoramic roof stands out first of 
all because it is made of glass to offer a very 
different brilliance and transparency com-
pared to plastic domes and has a style that 
strongly characterises the vehicle on which it 
is installed. The opening glass surface, fixed 
on an aluminium frame, is combined with a 
superior-quality handling device in one piece 
that combines safety function with the pos-
sibility of opening and closing with just one 
hand. The other element of the system is the 
large frame that adapts to the vehicle roof, 
with a double shell that creates an external 

Panoramic design
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base surface into which the glass is fitted 
and a smart finishing frame inside the 
passenger compartment. Solar energy is 
absorbed by the specially coloured glass 
and a hybrid solution with an outer glass 
layer coupled with an inner PMMA shell 
at the customer’s request.
“Panoramic roofs are becoming a real 
line of business”, said Giovanni Cozzi, 
strategic advisor to the Board. “The 
demand is considerable because these 
products characterise the image of the 
vehicle in addition to letting in fresh air 
and light. We started by working on the 
Fiat Ducato base and now we have creat-
ed a model for the MAN TGE, but we are 
in the process of establishing contacts 
to develop solutions for the Ford Tran-
sit, Mercedes Sprinter and Volkswagen 
Crafter as well. At the Caravan Salon, our 
glazed roof applied to the MAN-based 
Adria was very well received and many 
manufacturers have realised it is a real 
system capable of adapting to various 
vehicle bases rather than a single prod-

uct. And the possibility of transferring 
the system we created for motorhomes 
to semi-integrated motorhomes cannot 
be excluded.”

Living pod doors and cab doors
Sguinzi is increasingly widening its 
scope in the fields of doors for living 
pods and cabs. The collaboration with 
Adria is significant. The new Super Sonic 
motorhome is fitted with a Sguinzi cab 
door characterised by good looks, excel-
lent quality and top-notch functionality. 
The driver-side doors offered by Sguinzi 
start from a standard construction that 
can be adapted, going up in level, with 
manufacturer-specific design solutions. 
The material can be changed, a central 
locking system with or without power 
windows can be installed and double 
glazing can be chosen instead of single 
glass, for instance. The collaboration with 
Adria kicked off three years ago with the 
creation of the panoramic double door 
for the large and exclusive Astella cara-

“The number of manufacturers using our windows for mo-
torhome cabs has grown this year. The quality but also the 
scope of the proposals is appreciated”, said Stefano Lovati 
“We have three basic models that can be customised.”
The experience gained in the construction of windows 
for buses and special vehicles has been carried across by 
Sguinzi to design various sliding window solutions for mo-
torhome cabs. Three standard products can be replicated 
with different sizes and shapes. The basic line is called S3, 
while the Ergost flush range has a simplified ergonomic 
opening with a safety lock patented by the Milan-based 
company. The flush window can also be electric, with a 
new button-controlled automatic opening mechanism. The 
three basic layouts can be modified and customised by 
Squinzi according to the customer’s requirements.

Cab windows

van that stands out for its elegance and 
large glazed area. Production has now 
begun on a single-opening mini version 
for prestigious but more traditional car-
avan models, like the Adria Alpina. The 
hybrid solutions with an outer glass and 
an inner PMMA shell are particularly in-
teresting. The Sguinzi range includes 
more conventional doors for the living 
pods and as with its other products, the 
company offers a system that can be 
adapted to the needs of individual RV 
builders. Manufacturers can choose a 
basic door version or an interesting dou-
ble-window door version (above and 
below the central part with the handle). 
Particularly noteworthy is the EDI door 
system, presented last year as a pro-
totype and now ready for production. 
This is a door equipped with an electric 
opening system, with one (illuminated) 
button on the outside handle and two 
(open/close) buttons on the passenger 
compartment side. The system can be 
combined with remote control and in-
cludes a manual release mechanism. In-
terestingly, the EDI doors add prestige to 
the vehicle on which they are mounted, 
but are not too expensive, compared to 
the electric doors generally only found in 
luxury motorhomes.


