
42
    

The Fiat Professional Ducato, the preferred mechanical base of the camper sector in Europe, has been 
renewed. New engines, fully renewed dashboard and a lot more safety: these are the main cards with 
which the new Ducato plays its game

Words Renato Antonini

roduct news Fiat Professional

New Ducato, new horizons

The Fiat Professional Ducato has al-
ways been continuously evolving 
over time. This has allowed it to be 

a leader in the market for 40 years. The 
Ducato is a market leader, having become 
the best-selling light commercial vehicle in 
Europe in 2020 with sales of 149,000 units 
(+8 percent on  2019). And so the Duca-
to has reached its eighth edition, which 
although apparently similar to the previous 
one, in reality has many profound changes: 
starting with the engines and ending with 
the fully renewed dashboard. The official 
presentation of the new Ducato, which took 
place in the presence of Eric Laforge, Head 
of LCV Enlarged Europe at Stellantis, con-
cludes a cycle of growth and renewal that 
began a few months ago with the launch 
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of the E-Ducato, the Stellantis Group’s first 
full-electric commercial vehicle. 
Roberto Fumarola, Head of RV Enlarged 
Europe pointed out that the Ducato is an 
ultra-tested product, and at the same time 
it builds a bridge towards the future with 
advanced technological solutions that can 
be successfully exploited by the RV sector. 
In fact, let’s remember that the Fiat Pro-
fessional Ducato has been the preferred 
mechanical basis for European motorhome 
manufacturers for many years. The new 
version strengthens the collaboration rela-
tionship between the manufacturers them-
selves and Fiat Professional, the brand in 
which Ducato has long been part of and 
has now become one of the planets that 
gravitate in the Stellantis orbit.

Style and technique
A new vintage Fiat logo, in a large size, fea-
tures on the front of the Ducato, but the 
grille and the engine housing have also been 
renewed. In addition, the LED headlights are 
30% brighter than halogen lamps. Under 
the bonnet, the newly-developed engines 
show great strengths: the power levels have 
remained unchanged (120, 140, 160 and 
180 hp), but the new 2.2 Multijet3 diesel 
engines have been developed to comply 
with the Euro 6D-Final regulations. There is 
torque of up to 450 Nm available, as before, 
but fuel consumption has been reduced as 
well as CO2 emissions. The engines are more 
efficient and lighter, offering greater flexibil-
ity of use and are now quieter. A new and 
improved 6-speed manual transmission is of-
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fered in all four levels, while the sophisticated 
“9-Speed” automatic transmission is avail-
able with the 140-hp, 160-hp and 180-hp 
variants. The new Ducato guarantees better 
maneuverability and extreme ease of park-
ing, thanks to the self-adjusting electrically 
assisted drive system. 

Cabin: here is the future
As soon as you enter the cab, you realize 
that the Ducato has taken a decisive step 
forward, not just in terms of style, but also 
driving comfort and practicality. There is a 
new all-digital configuration of the inter-
nal instruments: the full digital cockpit can 
immediately and clearly provide practical 
journey information and alerts, with a great 
deal of flexibility to meet drivers’ real-world 
requirements. The screen (up to 10”) in the 
middle of the cabin supports the driver with 
important informations. In addition to the 
new Uconnect interfaces we can exploit a 
satellite navigation system including TomTom 
3D maps and built-in wireless Apple CarPlay/
Android Auto. The digital central mirror digi-

During the presentation of the new Ducato 2021, Eric LaForge, 
Head Of Stellantis LCV Enlarged Europe, and Roberto Fumarola, 
Head of Stellantis RV department for Enlarged Europe, answered 
journalists’ questions. Here are some answers offered during the 
Q&A session. 

In the camper sector, what is the sales ratio between the 
Ducato with automatic gearbox and with manual gearbox? 
The automatic gearbox we launched two years ago was necessary 
because we had a robotic gearbox and the market was asking 
us for this evolution. When we started we expected penetration 
of the new automatic transmission of around 35%. Instead, we 
quickly reached 50%. 

What is the most requested colour?
In the Sevel factories we are producing at very high rates and some 
colours, such as metallics, take a long time to process. There is a 
great demand for metallics, but we must make choices to ensure 
the supply to all our customers. The most supplied colour is white. 
But we are very satisfied with the new pastel colours, which are 
bright and meet the needs of both the motorhome and LCV mar-
kets.

Are camper manufacturers buying mechanical bases with 
electric brake, which seems to us a perfect solution for 
campers? 

In conversation with the managers

We offer it as an option and it was not available immediately. For 
now, it has not yet taken off in orders. We are aware that it is a 
very important evolution for the camper sector.

On the first samples of campers that we could see, many of 
the innovations proposed in the new version are missing ...
The camper sector is a bit conservative, but we are confident that 
it will welcome many of the innovations proposed. To continue to 
be the leaders in this sector, we must continue to invest in innova-
tion. Many contents of the new Ducato were created expressly for 
the camper world. And often many solutions do not arrive on oth-
er brands of our group. But it is a choice. It is right that Ducato is 
the first to have infotainment with 10-inch monitor, electric brake, 
automatic gearbox, ADAS.

Do those who buy the camper with the automatic gearbox 
mainly choose it in the 180 HP version? 
This combination is perfect, but it is still a niche solution, because 
it has a higher price than other combinations that are nevertheless 
extraordinary. In our opinion, an excellent price / performance bal-
ance is achieved with the 160 HP, but even the 140 HP expresses 
excellent performance.

Eric Laforge

Roberto Fumarola



44
    

roduct news Fiat ProfessionalP
tally projects and thus improves the rear view 
to replace the conventional mirror. A very 
interesting solution is the new electric park-
ing brake, to create more room in the cabin. 
And we can see a smaller steering wheel with 
various controls. The door panels have been 
enhanced with additional compartments and 
the cockpit has a compartment for wireless 
cellphone charging. Last but not least, the 
adoption of keyless startup guarantees time 
savings and ease of use.

Security systems
Ducato 2021 becomes even safer and eas-
ier to drive. The new version of the Ducato 
improves the offer of Advanced Driver As-
sistance Systems (ADAS) both on the road 
and when parking. Only some of them, for 
example are:
• Adaptive Cruise Control with Stop&Go 

function. It set and automatically adjusts 
the vehicle speed to maintain a safe dis-
tance from vehicles ahead.

• Lane Control. It prevents unintentional de-
parture from the lane.

• Digital central rearview mirror. Central 
rearview mirror becames a digital LCD 
high-resolution display.

• Blind Spot Assist. To detect upcoming ve-
hicles that are not visible inthe rear-view 
mirrors.

• Autonomous emergency brake control. To 
stop the vehicle for unexpected obstacles 
(such as pedestrians and cyclists).

• Road sign recognition. Vehicle detects 
speed warning signs on the road and gives 
information to the system.

• Driver attentiveness monitoring. Sound 
and message when the system detects in-
attentive driving patterns.

•  Tyre Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS)

But that is not all. Ducato motorhome base 
vehicle will offer very soon (2022) a Level 2 
autonomous driving, combining 3 important 
new ADAS: the Adaptive Cruise Control, the 
Lane Centering and the Traffic Jam Assist.

Test on the track
We carried out a road test driving the new 
Ducato on a few laps on the Balocco cir-
cuit (Vercelli, Italy), an experimental track 
owned by the Stellantis group. What struck 
us most positively about the new Ducato 
was the handling combined with the plea-
sure of driving, with an evident step forward 
compared to the previous version. This is 
undoubtedly thanks to the new electronic 
power steering, which is fluid and precise, 
and also the new, smaller steering wheel 
with an automotive style and various inte-
grated controls. We tested the more power-
ful versions of the Ducato with 160 and 180 
hp Multijet 3 engines: they are aggressive 
engines with good levels of running noise. 

We also tried the 9-speed automatic gear-
box, which we had already appreciated on 
the Ducato MY 2019: it works well, with 
fluid changes and always manages to adapt 
to the demands the driver makes of the en-
gine. The electronic components of the cab-
in have made a marked progression and the 
10 ìnch monitor is an excellent solution for 
managing infotainment. Many of the pro-
posed functions are optional but we hope 
that they will be accepted by the RV sec-
tor as essentials. Surely, an electric parking 
brake should not be missing on a camper, 
as it makes it easier to pass from the cabin 
area into the living area, as happens in most 
cases now.

Our editor in chief testing the new Ducato


