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FAP will be present once again this 
year at the important Caravan Sa-
lon in Düsseldorf. This will be the 

twelfth time for the company with its 
own stand although it has been at the 
national trade fair in Germany since the 
1980s through the local distributor. Last 
year, despite the problems caused by the 
pandemic, FAP has chosen to attend the 
Caravan Salon to express its support for its 
customers and reassert its role in Europe. 

“We are at the end of a difficult time, 
caused by the pandemic and by the raw 
material shortage that followed. During 
that, FAP consolidated its position on the 
European market and even expand its 
range of action”, explained Lapo Ermini, 
General Manager of FAP. “We have sealed 
important agreements in particular in Ger-
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many following the interest many man-
ufacturers expressed for our Orus Line 
technical in lets. One is with Erwin Hymer 
Group for all their brands. We will supply 
different kind of inlets for water, diesel 
etc. French companies are increasingly ap-
preciating our products. We work inten-
sively with the Rapido group and we have 
concluded a broad-ranging agreement 
with Trigano VDL for the supply of our 
Magic lock (art. 1208) for garage doors.”

Diversifying to expand
The positive market performance of FAP 
is determined by the fact that, in times of 
crisis linked to the raw material shortage, 
the company has no supply problems hav-
ing previously secured stocks in the inter-
nal warehouses. To be more competitive 
and present all across Europe, FAP is di-
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versifying the range offering even further. 
While locks remain the company’s core 
business, the share of turnover relating to 
other products is on the rise. Service filling 
modules are an example of this. The clas-
sic Orus Line range has been complement-
ed by the Orus Line Pro series of flush-fit-
ting lids that was previewed last year. This 
innovative, automotive-style product line-
up is at least initially dedicated to high-
end motorhomes. FAP is also excited to be 
gaining a footing in the UK market with a 
line of drain valves for recovery tanks. The 
company has progressed in many ways 
over the past year. New people have been 
recruited and labour force has increased 
by 10%. The workshop machines have 
also been renewed with the introduction 
of two new injection plastic machines. In 
2021, FAP acquired ISO/2015 certifica-

Not just locks

Strong of the results achieved over the past few years and thanks to a cleverly scheduled stock pro-
curement, FAP has expanded its range of action on the European scene and diversified production to 
include customised products in addition to locks

Words Renato Antonini

Compression 
lock

The new lock is extremely easy 
to open with just one finger

Orus Line Pro: 
AdBlue hatch
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tion, in addition to the ISO 9001 earned 
in 2003. Personnel is following European 
IMDS courses dedicated to the disposal of 
materials from end-of-life vehicles.

FAP for the camper van segment
The camper van phenomenon, with the 
massive demand for this type of vehicle 
throughout Europe, has attracted the at-
tention of FAP and the company is provid-
ing standard catalogue products as well as   
targeted customised interventions. 

“We are observing the camper van seg-
ment closely. It calls for new measures to 
differentiate our range on the market”, 
explained Lapo Ermini. “We have various 
products in our catalogue that are suit-
able for camper vans, such as drain valves 
and technical filler module for water and 

electricity systems. Additionally, we can 
respond to precise customer requests, 
with the design and production of specific 
products. An example is the locking mech-
anism for camper van pop-up roofs that 
we developed for the camper van division 
of the Rapido Group. The system consists 
of a handle with a folding roof latch and 
simultaneous release of the side locks. 
This major project demonstrates our abil-
ity to make products that go beyond our 
conventional locks supplying specifically 
customised products that meet specific 
needs.”

New compression lock
The 2022 news for FAP is a new com-
pression lock for the garage doors. FAP 
has always invested in research into new 
solutions, completing two or three proj-

Since nearly half century, FAP is involved 
in the production of plastic accessories, 
but not only. The founder approached 
R.V. market in 1968, listening suggestion 
of two entrepreneurs (namely Mr. Luano 
Niccolai from Rimor and Mr. Giovanbat-
tista Moscardini from Laika) that made 
history on this field. In 1982 FAP entered 
also the rail way sector supplying interior 
decoration. Production and ware house is  
located in Florence in a building of 4.000 
covered square meter. FAP is today cover-
ing 80% of European market needs for 
R.V. door locks, having good and friendly 
connection with door manufacturers and 
Motor home manufacturers.
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ects each year, some customised, others 
included in the general product catalogue. 
Most solutions are patented. A patent ap-
plication has also been filed for the new 
compression lock, which will be presented 
at the Caravan Salon in Düsseldorf. This is 
a single or multi-point lock intended for 
RV garage doors. The special feature is its 
ease of use. The lock does not have to be 
turned because the external handle can 
be simply pulled with one finger. This ac-
tion operates an internal system that com-
presses the gasket and makes the door air-
tight. The solution stems from the earlier 
Twin Lock project. The internal mechanism 
is very similar but the external part is new. 
A preview has already been presented 
to several manufacturers and the Rapido 
Group has already included the new lock 
in its 2022 production.

Orus Line Pro Drinking water 
filler module

Various side 
connections

Connection to an 
external power supply

Three-point compression lock


