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A certification process for environmental sustainability has begun, but from many 
points of view the company is already on the right track. And in the meantime VittEr® 
and its by-products like the ribbed VittEr® and the Vafer are becoming more and 
more popular, as the great appreciation at the “Fuori Salone” during the Milan Design 
Week has proven

Words Renato Antonini

The concept of environmental 
sustainability is increasingly an 
integral part of the thinking that 

underlies the activity of Filippi 1971. 
Precisely in this period Filippi 1971, as-
sisted by a company specialized in en-
vironmental certifications, embarked 
on the path that will lead it to draw 
up a sustainability report. First of all, 
an analysis of the energy needs will be 
carried out, followed by investments, 
especially in photovoltaics, aimed at 
making the company increasingly in-
dependent from the point of view of 
energy needs. Obviously the invest-
ments will also go in the direction of 
a reduction in expenses, with energy 
costs currently becoming particularly 
burdensome.

it is used by the furniture industry and 
paper mills, it is a wood that comes from 
plantations and not from deforestation, 
it is a resource that is well integrated into 
the Italian ecosystem and has zero per-
centage of waste”.
With the use of Italian poplar, Filippi 
1971 tries to favor the short supply chain, 
with “zero km” materials that come from 
nearby territories. The procurement of 
decorative papers for panel finishing is 
also increasingly moving towards sus-
tainability and FSC certification. With 
the environmental certification process 
started, Filippi 1971 is analyzing the vari-
ous actions to be taken not only to neu-
tralize its Carbon footprint, but also to 
get to a positive Carbon footprint.
“Environmental sustainability is funda-

Environmental sustainability
“The sustainability project is our long 
term commitment - explains Francesca 
Filippi, export sales and marketing man-
ager of Filippi 1971 - that also has impli-
cations in our product development. In 
addition to the RV industry, we work in 
the Interior Design sector: in this area we 
realize that architects and designers are 
increasingly moving towards product 
sustainability, using materials that come 
from sustainable resources and that at 
the end of their life cycle can be rein-
troduced into the environment or into 
another production process in a circu-
lar economy. What we use most for our 
products is Italian poplar and I believe 
that there is no material more sustain-
able than this in the wood supply chain: 
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mental, - Francesca Filippi explains - but it must be related to 
economic and social sustainability. Sustainable choices must 
be economically advantageous for the company. The start of 
the certification process made us understand that Filippi 1971 
is already moving in the right direction on a social level. For 
example, most of our employees come from the surrounding 
area, this means that Filippi 1971 creates value for the territorial 
micro-economy and at the same time minimizes the environ-
mental impact with regard to transport”.
Among the products that were born under the sign of sustain-
ability there is certainly Adamas, a recent proposal by Filippi 
1971, specifically conceived for the RV industry. It is a poplar 
plywood panel with a particular surface treatment that gener-
ates a homogeneous surface and considerable resistance. Ad-
amas is made with a sustainable material such as poplar wood 
deriving from plantations and represents a valid alternative 
to Ilomba panels, which are instead manufactured from for-
est wood. As for Adamas, in the last few weeks some chang-
es have been made to further improve the product, changes 
suggested by the results of severe climate tests carried out in 
collaboration with some German customers in the RV sector.

Ribbed VittEr® and Vafer
VittEr® is the most representative and most innovative prod-
uct of Filippi 1971. The valuable, ribbed variant has been re-
cently developed to meet the demands of the sector linked 
to Interior Design, but also available for exclusive processing 
in the RV sector.

“We have created this product to respond to a trend in the 
design sector, the ribbed effect, - says Francesca Filippi, mar-
keting manager of Filippi 1971 - and we are having excellent 
results thanks to the ease of processing of VittEr® and its aes-
thetic value. The surface is worked with a pleasant three-di-
mensional effect and is used for interior doors, but also for 
doors, wall panelling and partitions. In the furniture sector we 
are already manufacturing very thin sliding doors (only 3 mm 
thick), a solution that is possible thanks to the considerable 
resistance of VittEr®. It is our intention to propose the ribbed 
version of VittEr® also in the RV sector: widely customized and 
original effects could be obtained”.
The other sustainable product launched on the market lately 
is Vafer: it is a combination of VittEr® stratified with poplar ve-
neer. Filippi 1971 is promoting it in the RV sector both for tables, 
kitchen and bathroom tops. It 
can be a successful choice to 
create modern, trendy interior 
settings that break away from 
tradition. It offers consider-
able degrees of customization, 
does not require edging and 
can have a surface layer in Vit-
tEr®, scratch-resistant, antibac-
terial and perfectly washable, 
with a reduced total weight.

In partnership with

During the Milan Design Week 2022, Filippi 1971 took 
part in the “Fuori Salone” events by presenting the ex-
tended color range of VittEr®, its most representative 
product.
“Bringing VittEr® to the most exclusive International 
design showcase was an extraordinary, absolutely pos-
itive experience - says Francesca Filippi. “The presen-
tation of our product is having a worldwide resonance 
in the Interior Design sector. Architects from all over 
the world have liked it and it was also presented to 
large contractors”.
VittEr® was appreciated for its aesthetic values   and the 
possibility of customization, but also for its technical 
qualities: it is easily workable, scratch resistant, does 
not require edging and does not release formaldehyde, 
it is also waterproof, antibacterial, fire retardant (class 
Bs2, d0) and resistant to heat.

Salone del Mobile in Milan

VittEr® by Filippi 1971 and the Filippi 
1971 mother company were included in 
the ADI Design Index 2021 (“Research 
for the company” category) and were 
therefore finalists in the latest edition 
of the Compasso d’Oro. An example of 
what VittEr® can be used for, specifi-
cally the Tomè table, is being exhibited 
at the ADI Design Museum in Milan un-
til 11th September 2022.
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