P

roduct news

Indel B

The 12V revolution
The innovative OFF Indel B Plein-Aircon 12V air conditioner with a compressor powered by the
auxiliary battery is already on the market. The product is based on three years of study and field
tests and is strong of fifty years of experience in automotive cooling and air conditioning
Words Renato Antonini

A

fter the time devoted to field tests
and organising the sales network,
the OFF Plein-Aircon 12V air conditioner was launched on the market a few
weeks ago sparking the positive interest
of the public right away. This is the first
major step of Indel B in the RV sector to
bring innovation and dynamism to free and
adventurous holidays, this being an area
with interesting development potentials.
The Plein-Aircon 12V was created with the
very precise objective of ensuring optimal
climatic comfort aboard camper vans, the
most compact of motorhomes, guaranteeing freedom and independence, with
no need to connect to the external 220 V
power supply or latch up to a gen set. It is
a real A/C unit provided with a compressor
but it powered by 12 V direct current, with
no need for inverters. It is designed to cool
and dehumidify the rear sleeping area of
camper vans to secure a good night’s sleep
even in summer when the temperatures are
high and the humidity is oppressive.
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A new brand
with 50 years of experience
The name is promising: OFF, as off the grid.
OFF as innovation, OFF as independence.

OFF is a new brand with a young spirit that
is strong of the experience of a large company that has been working on cooling and
air conditioning for a lifetime. The compa-
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ny is Indel B that has been operating since
1967 in the automotive, nautical and leisure sectors with the design and production
of the first true DC compressor refrigerator
equipped with its own semi-hermetic compressor. Over the years, Indel B has become
a world leader in the production of refrigerators for major industrial vehicle manufacturers (such as Volvo, Iveco, DAF, Scania,
Renault, Daimler, Peterbilt), but also in the
boating sector through its subsidiary Indel
Webasto Marine (many shipyards around
the world fit Indel B refrigerators as original equipment). Last but not least, Indel B
has been making after-market built-in and
portable refrigerators for the RV and Outdoor sector for many years. About twenty
years ago, Indel B designed the world’s first
24V A/C for industrial vehicles capable of
running when parked and since then it has
been launching new models all characterised by top-notch technological features.
And it is precisely from the innovative experience in the truck sector that the idea
of a revolutionary 12V air conditioner for
the RV sector was born. It took years of
experimentation and testing to be able
to produce a reliable and energy-efficient
product like the Plein-Aircon 12V, a new
product with half a century of experience
behind it.
“It took years of study to market an air conditioner that offers total freedom, on the
move or when parked, without diesel generators, inverters or evaporative systems”,
said Indel B Commercial Director Gerardo
Boschi. “The time had come to step further
into the world of leisure, supported by the
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green vocation that has always guided our
research to create eco-sustainable products, like as the brand-new Lion-Cooler,
the first portable refrigerator with a removable lithium battery allowing energy
self-sufficiency with a photovoltaic panel.
We decided to create a brand dedicated
to outdoor, free and independent tourism
and OFF was born. It is a young brand but
it is strong of the reliability of a company
with more than fifty years of history in the
design and manufacture of cooling systems
for moving vehicles. The Plein-Aircon 12V
is E-Mark and CE certified.”
Design and field testing
Half a century of experience and a long,
specific study on the product. But exactly
how long did design and testing last? “It
took us three years of design and field testing before kicking off standard production.
The testing ended in the summer of 2020
when we installed a pre-series run on vehicles across Europe. These units gave us the
valuable feedback on energy consumption
and performance for the final tweaks”, Gerardo Boschi added.
We asked Gerardo Boschi whether the
Plein-Aircon 12V is intended only for camper vans or if, based on the test results, it
could be installed on other types of motorhomes, obviously limiting its use to the
sleeping area only or to the living area only.
“Our target is camper vans up to 6 metres
in length but that does not mean that the
system cannot perfectly cool and dehumidify the sleeping area of larger motorhomes”, Boschi explained. “However, you

Above:
The Indel B
production
plant
On the left:
Gerardo
Boschi
Indel B
Commercial
Director

must remember that the strategic objective
is to manage the energy resources of the
auxiliary battery optimally so being able to
cool the living area as well is not feasible.”

Simple to install
Installing the OFF Plein-Aircon 12V air
conditioner is problem-free.
The method is easy and within the
reach of any workshop of minimum experience.
The roof hatch at the rear of the vehicle, above the sleeping area, is removed
and used for installation.
The air conditioning unit is inserted in
the 40x40 cm porthole.
The condensing unit is installed on the
roof of the camper van led inside by a
special diffuser, using a kit of gaskets
with a fixing bracket.
The thickness of the roof may vary from
a minimum 30 mm to a maximum of
70 mm.
If there is no porthole, the workshop
can cut a 40x40 cm square hole into
the roof.
The Plein-Aircon 12V works with 12 V
direct current so no inverter is needed.
The device is connected directly to the
auxiliary battery.
The electrical wires can run outside, either over the roof or inside the vehicle.
Plein-Aircon 12V
Installation scheme

79

