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Whale and Webasto

Whale has updated its heating products for 2022 and further consolidated its 
European partnership with Webasto

Whale’s 
new heaters 
strengthen ties 
with Webasto

Words Terry Owen

For many years the name of Whale has stood for quality, inno-
vation and customer service. Based in Bangor, Northern Ire-
land, this long-standing supplier to the RV and marine indus-

tries became part of the Brunswick Corporation of America in June 
2014. Six months later it struck up a marketing agreement with the 
global automotive industry supplier, Webasto. In 2021, Whale was 
integrated into Brunswick Corporation’s newly formed Advanced 
Systems Group.
The basis of the agreement was simple. Whale had little by way of 
marketing contacts in mainland Europe, where Webasto is strong, 
and no diesel-powered products to compliment its excellent range 
of LPG products. Webasto, on the other hand, had no LPG-powered 
heaters to complement its excellent range of diesel products. 
Since then, the two companies have worked closely together to in-
tegrate their respective ranges so that customers have more choice, 
and sometimes the opportunity to directly swap a gas product for a 
diesel one or vice-versa. 

Whale 
LPG Heat Air

Company news

Space heating
Whale entered the RV heating market with a blown air design based 
on one it bought from Propex in 2009. Re-engineered and with the 
addition of electric heating it quickly became a popular product be-
cause of its ability to be mounted under the floor, saving space and 
weight. Whilst those models remain in production, they have more 
recently been joined by the Heat Air range. 

Space heating (under floor mount)

Whale Max Rating Fuel Weight

Heat Air 3 GT 3.3 kW LPG 5.9 kg

Heat Air 4 G 4.7 kW LPG 5.5 kg

Heat Air 5 GT 6.0 kW LPG 5.9 kg

Heat Air 5 GTE
Gas 4.7 kW

Electric 3.0 kW
Combined 4.7 kW

LPG and 
230 volts

8.7 kg

Heat Air 6 GTE
Gas 6.0 kW

Electric 3.0 kW
Combined 6.2 kW

LPG and 
230 volts

8.7 kg

Webasto Max Rating Fuel Weight

Air Top 2000 STC 2.0 kW Petrol or Diesel 2.6 kg

Air Top Evo 40 4.0 kW Petrol or Diesel 5.9 kg

Air Top Evo 55 5.5 kW Petrol or Diesel 5.9 kg

Whale 
LPG + electric Heat Air

Webasto 
diesel Air Top
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These too are designed to be underfloor 
mounted but have more advanced features 
and are intended to be interchangeable 
with Webasto’s Air Top heaters. 

See table: Space heating

All are fast to heat up, are quiet in opera-
tion, and their underfloor installation offers 
designers great opportunities for interior 
space saving plus almost a blank canvas for 
creating new and innovative layouts. What’s 
more, light weight and compact dimensions 
mean minimal impact on vehicle build.

Water heating
Water heating is not forgotten with water 
heaters, designed for inboard mounting 
and one designed for underfloor or inboard 
mounting. It’s the latter one, called the Ex-
panse, that’s making the biggest waves at 
the moment. That’s not just because it’s 
the only water storage heater that can be 
underfloor mounted. Its low weight, rapid 

heat up, selectable temperature level, heat 
retention and overall efficiency, put it in a 
class of its own. 
What’s more, the Expanse now comes with 
CI-BUS connectivity as standard. It’s prov-
ing extremely popular in smaller touring 
caravans and van conversions, where space 
is at an absolute premium. But it’s not just 
the conversion market that’s turning to the 
Expanse. As an independent water heating 
source, OEMs are realising it’s very hard to 
beat.
Whale’s capacitive touch control shows the 
water heat up progress and lights up just 
before being touched. It has an auto dim 
function along with max, eco and frost pro-
tection settings. A similar control is used for 
Whale’s Heat Air products.

See table: Water heating

Combi heating
Those looking for a combined water and 
space heater need look no further than 
Webasto’s Dual Top. Diesel powered, and 
designed with motorhomes in mind, two 
models provide blown air and hot water up 
to a maximum power of 8 kW. Offering pre-
cise, stepless, temperature control, the Dual 
Top means that only one fuel is needed for 
both space and water heating. There are 
also mains electric options for those want-
ing more versatility. 

See table: Combi heating

CI-BUS connectivity and remote control
Webasto’s products conform to their own 
proprietary ‘W’ bus protocol rather than 
CI-BUS, but it’s not difficult to get the two 
talking to each other. Webasto’s engineers 
can help with this. All of Whale’s products 
are CI-BUS ready and Whale’s engineers can 
help with integration if needed. Additional-
ly, Webasto’s Air Top products can take ad-
vantage of the Thermo Connect app, which 
allows control via smartphone.

Product support
High quality engineering backed up by inno-
vation and sound customer service are what 
make Whale and Webasto perfect partners. 

ContactsIn partnership with

Water heating (independent units)

Whale Capacity Power (LPG) Dry weight Mounting

8 litre 
Rapid Heat

8 litres 1.25 kW 8.0 kg Onboard

Expanse
(gas only)

8 litres 1.35 kW 4.0 kg
Underfloor or

Onboard

Combi heating (water + blown air)

Webasto
Sanitary water 

capacity
Max power 

(diesel + electric)
Dry weight Mounting

Dual Top ST 6 9.8 litres 6.0 + 0.0 kW 23 kg
External 

/underfloor
Dual Top ST 8 9.8 litres 6.0 + 2.0 kW 24 kg

What’s more Webasto’s extensive range of 
global dealerships and service centres are 
ready and waiting to help end users with 
any issues they may have.
Whale also takes a proactive approach to 
end user support. From its base in Bangor, 
Northern Ireland, together with its world-
wide distribution network, Whale always 
strives to provide best in class service.

Whale 
Expanse water heater

Whale 
Heater control

Webasto 
Dual Top ST combi heater

Webasto 
Dual Top ST combi heater control

Webasto 
Thermo Connect app


