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Custom
transparency
The new department dedicated to methacrylate processing was launched: it is a significant
investment aimed at strengthening the supply of customized furniture that can be combined with
the lighting systems the company produces
Words Renato Antonini - photo Enrico Bona
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artolacci Design’s production is mainly
focused on lighting systems, such as
spotlights and ceiling lights, but the
department dedicated to methacrylate furniture has been growing increasingly rapidly.
And it is precisely to enhance this business
that sizeable investments were made.

“We decided to expand the scope of our
business - says Andrea Bartolacci, owner
of Bartolacci Design - by investing heavily
in the methacrylate department, launching
the new Acrylic Division. We purchased a
new building and installed new machinery.
We want to create new product lines and
step up our production to both increase our
presence in the RV sector and enter new
sectors”.
The new department
According to Andrea Bartolacci: “The RV
sector will remain our main field of specialization, but we also want to diversify our
business into new markets, such as nautical,
furniture, fashion and automotive in general. Our RV-related production will also benefit from this diversification, as we will bring
in new ideas from the experience in other
sectors”.
Of the two laser-cutting machines that
we installed in the new building, one consumes 850 W of power, can cut up to 25
mm thick methacrylate and has a work table of 200x250 cm. This new and extremely performing machine is equipped with a
specific software for backlighting, which
allows maximum light transmission in a
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uniform and homogeneous way for precise
cuts and the creation of unique effects on
the material. This technology proves particularly useful when combining methacrylate
furniture with LED lighting, as it allows to
achieve the perfect direction of light in the
material with no shadow cones. Bartolacci
Design’s Acrylic Division also features a complex bending machine, which allows double
bending, and a gluing bench equipped with
a UV lamp to glue different parts together. Furthermore, a special machine allows
to round the edges of the sheets and make
engravings, i.e. all the processes affecting
the edge of the sheet and not its surface,
as well as grooving. This machine allows to
make precise bends, even small-radius ones,
and different types of countersinks. In the
new department there are two polishers:
a brush polisher and a flame polisher. The
latter allows to polish the plexiglas surfaces perfectly, even the parts that the brushes
cannot reach.
“We have also installed a 2-meter squaring machine that can be extended up to 4
meters, - continues Andrea Bartolacci - to
carry out major works. We are able to work
300x200 cm slabs, so we can cut parts of
considerable width, such as panels for
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to communicate with the ones used by our
customers: the customers generate the idea
and we do the rest”.
Obviously, owning elaborate software programs and cutting-edge machinery is not
enough: the human component is key. This
is why Bartolacci Design has hired qualified
personnel specialized in the processing of
sheet plastic materials.

shower boxes and exhibition panels, creating three-dimensional elements, cubes, parallelepipeds and complex shapes”.
Special processing
and customised products
Bartolacci Design has considerably expanded its range of processes thus offering
customers a wide choice of methacrylate
products, including custom-made solutions.
We can produce methacrylate sheets in different colours and levels of transparency, as
well as according to the customer’s design.
We offer an endless number of processes,
including the possibility of combining methacrylate with other materials, such as fabric.
“Customers can ask us to combine decorative elements made out of other materials
with methacrylate - explains Lorenzo Maggini, sales and marketing manager of Bartolacci Design - in order to create unique
decorative effects and customize their furniture. We focus a lot on customization
and we always try to establish direct communication with our customers’ designers:
new products are designed according to
customer specifications, but the production
process is developed by Bartolacci Design.
We are investing in new software programs

Methacrylate and lighting
Thanks to the investment made in the production of methacrylate parts, Bartolacci Design can offer significant advantages to its
customers of the RV sector. The main advantages are four: parts of larger size, complex
three-dimensional processing, higher quality and customization. We can make kitchen
and bathroom shelves, storage containers,
mirrors, frames, shower boxes and so much
more. We offer a wide range of products,
from special processing techniques, screen
printing and addition of logos, to pieces of
furniture of great visual impact, which can
also replace traditional materials. However,
one of our flagship products is the result of
the combination of lighting systems with
methacrylate parts. Indeed, Bartolacci Design has invaluable experience in the production of
lighting fixtures, and the
company’s core business
remains the production
of ceiling lights, spotlights
and light strips for the
passenger compartment.
Pieces of furniture made
out of methacrylate can
be connected to a LED
lighting system and illuminated in various ways:
on the back, on the edge,
by engravings created according to the customer’s design... and you
can use white or coloured lights, direct or
indirect lights.
“Our methacrylate and lighting departments work in close connection - explains
Lorenzo Maggini - and we can provide
manufacturers with finished products that
combine methacrylate furniture and a LED
lighting system”.
However, lighting remains a key part of
our business and we engage in it fully. Mr.
Maggini himself, who joined the company a
couple of years ago, has almost thirty years
of experience in the technical and design
lighting sector (he worked in world-class
companies, such as Fontana Arte, Targetti and Martinelli Luce). As for the lighting
of the passenger compartment, Bartolacci
Design has recently
been focusing on two
ranges of products:
a complex product
with
cutting-edge
LEDs and plexiglas
elements, and a lowcost line, called ECO,
whose strong point
is precisely its affordable price.

Lorenzo Maggini - Andrea Bartolacci

Company Profile
Bartolacci Design was founded in 2005 as
a LED lighting specialist in the recreational
vehicle sector. The company grew rapidly
but progressively: Andrea Bartolacci, the
owner, focuses greatly on product and
service quality. The LEDs are supplied by
leading international companies and the
criteria for selection are extremely exacting. “We make the difference between
LEDs and LEDs” is the company’s slogan,
precisely because of the great attention
that it dedicates to looking for ever more
advanced technologies and quality control systems. Bartolacci Design lighting
systems are fitted on vehicles from the
most important recreational vehicle manufacturers in Europe today, including the
Rapido, Trigano VDL, Pilote and Hymer
groups. In 2016 the company added, to
its range of spotlights, roof lights, outside lights and lighting integrated with
aluminium, an additional line of plexiglass accessories which, in combination
with the LED lighting, generate original
plays of light. In 2019 the transfer to the
new headquarters took place. Today the
company employs
15 people, plus
some
external
collaborators, and
is spread over a
covered area of
about 700 square
meters to which
are added large
outdoor yards.
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