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AL-KO Vehicle Technology is celebrating its 90th anniversary. Over the years it has gained a reputation 
for high quality and innovation to become an essential supplier to the global caravan industry. Now it 
is looking ahead and developing new solutions for the future of e-mobility

90 years of experience 
for the future

AL-KO Vehicle Technology (AL-KO) is 
celebrating 90 years in business. This 
achievement has been thanks to a 

consistent focus on quality and innovation. 
AL-KO has become an essential supplier of 
high quality chassis, chassis components plus 
other related accessories to the majority of 
caravan, motorhome and commercial vehicle 
manufacturers around the world. Its products 
deliver the assurance of safety, comfort and 
convenience for the end users in each sector. 
Examples of AL-KO’s innovations include the 
AL-KO AKS stabiliser and ATC stability control 
system that have improved safety when tow-
ing and therefore make travelling easier for 
the end users. These are now fitted by many 
OEMs as standard. Other innovations include 
the AL-KO hitch and wheel locks which create 
extra security and the peace of mind of those 
using them, plus its latest AL-KO HY4 hydrau-
lic levelling support system that can level a 
motorhome horizontally in just one minute.
With 90 years of experience, AL-KO is able to 
understand its customer’s needs and market 

trends. It has the technical expertise and ex-
tensive worldwide research and development 
facilities to drive its continued innovation. 
For example, it is has been developing new 
mobility solutions for e-mobility, including 
a Hybrid Power Chassis and a Green Trailer 
Platform.
“Our formula of tradition and the future 
brings together the best functionality, highest 
comfort and latest innovations”, says Harald 
Hiller, President & CEO of the AL-KO Vehicle 
Technology Group. “We are now part of the 
mobility transformation. We always have our 
finger on the pulse and are consistently work-
ing on new mobility solutions for these vehi-
cle sectors,” added Harald Hiller.

90 years of progress and innovation
Having started in a small town in southern 
Germany in 1931, AL-KO has achieved con-
siderable growth over the last 90 years. It 
now has over 3,000 employees worldwide 
at over 30 sites and its global network has 
been responsible for 22 million axles, 28 mil-

lion hitches, and produces 670,000 axles and 
95,000 chassis platforms each year.
Its growth accelerated in 2016 when AL-KO 
Vehicle Technology merged with Dexter to 
create DexKo Global Inc. – the world’s lead-
ing manufacturers of axles and chassis com-
ponents in the lightweight segment. Further 
growth has been achieved through acquisi-
tions of well-known companies, such as CM 
Trailer Parts, E&P Hydraulics, Bankside Patter-
son and Nordelettronica, making a total of 14 
international brands under its umbrella.
“It makes me really proud and is really incred-
ible to see how our business has grown and 
developed. The team has done an amazing 
job,” said Fred Bentley, Chief Executive Officer 
of DexKo Global Inc. “Only a very small num-
ber of companies are in existence after 90 
years. Our continued focus on our customers, 
partners and employees with stability through 
financial strength, innovations and ‘one-stop’ 
shopping in the field of running gear, chassis 
and adjacent engineered products allows this 
to happen,” Fred Bentley continued.
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Now and the near future
AL-KO’s chassis and chassis components 
are currently experiencing strong demand 
around the world across all sectors that need 
its products, ranging from construction and 
transport to caravans and motorhomes. This 
is partly driven by the COVID 19 pandemic, 
but also to other new trends in society. 
The caravan and motorhome industry in par-
ticular has experienced strong growth in re-
cent years. The global pandemic has fuelled 
demand as people are unable to cruise or fly 
anywhere and feel independent travel with 
your own facilities is a safer and more sen-
sible type of holiday. As a result, OEM cus-
tomers need more of AL-KO’s lightweight 
chassis, components and accessories.
Demand is also strong for light commercial 
trailers in the commercial, construction and 
trade sectors which need the same assur-
ance of stability for their often valuable loads 
while on the road. 
The Tiny House trend has created new op-
portunities and customers for AL-KO as, like 
a caravan or motorhome, these vehicles need 
the support of a highly engineered chassis.
“We see this trend as a significant market 
of the future and are happy to be using our 
specially developed AL-KO chassis to form a 
secure foundation for these high quality Tiny 
Houses,” says Karlheinz Spägele, Vice Presi-
dent of Sales CT & LCV at the AL-KO Vehicle 
Technology Group.
As a certified partner of FIAT Professional, 
Citroën, Peugeot, Mercedes-Benz Vans and 
Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles, AL-KO 
has to meet the highest standards. AL-KO is 
happy to offer to the market a versatile chas-
sis solution for the Volkswagen Transporter 
T6.1 again. Thanks to AL-KO’s intelligent 
lightweight technology, the vehicle now has 
a gross vehicle weight of 3,500 kg – which 
means the payload has increased by 300 kg. 
Volkswagen vans with an AL-KO chassis are 
available with the Electronic Stability Pro-
gramme (ESP), as standard.

Future thinking now
Many of AL-KO’s core markets will soon be 
impacted by the increasing amount of new 
legislation to reduce emissions and the switch 
to electric vehicles. This has created new en-
gineering challenges for AL-KO as electric 
vehicles often have a lower towing capacity, 
while the weight of batteries currently re-
quired for an electric-powered motorhome 
negatively impacts the user payload available 
and doesn’t provide a suitable range avail-
able for long distance touring. 

AL-KO is looking forward to these changes 
and the developments coming in the next 
decade. It has already been researching and 
developing e-mobility solutions for several 
years. Its research and development depart-
ment has grown from a local sector focused 
on vehicles and trailers to an international-
ly networked organisation with a very large 
portfolio of technology and expertise with 
160 engineers.
“We are very well prepared and will develop 
our expertise in all these areas. In addition, 
our ability to customise sophisticated, safe-
ty-relevant chassis and chassis systems sub-
ject to approval will remain crucial in the fu-
ture,” says Dr Frank Sager, SVP R&D, AL-KO 
Vehicle Technology Group.
“Society’s call for more electromobility and 
sustainability also demands a change in the 
special vehicle segments in which we oper-
ate. We are proud to help shape this change 
and to develop innovative studies such as the 
Hybrid Power Chassis and the Green Trailer 
Platform, our chassis platforms as adapt-
able system carriers and our axle systems for 
electric vehicles are also in demand. Further-
more, we help partners with industrialisation 
all the way to series production – such as in 
our E-Factory. Electric vehicles for ABT e-Line 
are produced there, for example,” explained 
Erwin Gentner, Managing Director of Alois 
Kober GmbH.

More innovations in e-mobility
AL-KO has already been studying how to 
counteract the issue of low range for touring 
in an electric-powered motorhome: “We are 
currently developing our Green Trailer plat-
form (previously known as the Next Gener-
ation Trailer Platform) which has a 48V solu-
tion for the benefit of range optimization 
and smart comfort functions at an attrac-
tive cost,” says Dr. Frank Sager, Senior Vice 
President R&D at AL-KO Vehicle Technology 
Group.
“With an holistic approach consisting of 
lightweight construction, aerodynamics and 
using sustainable materials CO2 emissions 
can be optimised and the loss of range re-
duced,” added Dr. Frank Sager.
Another important innovation from AL-KO 
is its Hybrid Power Chassis (HPC). This was 
initially presented as a concept study at the 
IAA Commercial Vehicle show in 2018 in 
Hannover, but has now progressed to the im-
plementation phase.
The basis of the HPC concept was developed 
jointly with Huber Automotive. The versatile 
AL-KO lightweight chassis acts as a system 
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carrier with modular use of the battery pack 
and E-drive components to provide the best 
protection for the batteries. The electrified 
rear axle has a peak power of 124 kW, if re-
quired. The battery capacity provides a fully 
electric range of between 50 and 100 km. 
The start of series production is scheduled for 
the end of 2023.
AL-KO is also working with EVUM Motors, 
a Munich-based start-up with a robust and 
versatile electric transporter, the aCar. This 
is 100 percent electric powered and runs 
without noise or local emissions. There are 
now further variants planned with a longer 
wheelbase using an AL-KO chassis. “We look 
forward to deepening this collaboration. 
Thanks to our system expertise, we can even 
help EVUM Motors with seat and axle sys-
tems support,” said Harald Hiller.
AL-KO has already been handling the electri-
fication of various commercial vehicle models 
for ABT e-Line since 2019 and has confirmed 
that this successful collaboration will contin-
ue until the end of 2022.

A 48V solution is the goal of the Green 
Trailer Platform with a better carbon footprint 

and smart comfort functions at attractive costs

Above: the next step for 
the Hybrid Power Chassis; 
still presented as a concept 
study in 2018, the HPC is to 
be produced from 2023.

Left: as a certified partner of 
FIAT Professional, Citroën, 
Peugeot, Mercedes-Benz 
Vans and Volkswagen 
Commercial Vehicles, AL-KO 
meets the highest quality 
standards.


