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C ompany news Baldacci

mentioned by Cioni took place in 2001, 
when the Pull Open handle was designed 
and would go onto revolutionising door 
opening systems with its classic push lock 
feature. The Cioni family started its activ-
ity in the furniture industry in the 1960s 
in Tuscany, making accessories for the 
furniture industry. Then came the idea of 
expanding the business to the motorhome 
sector and it was a winning move. 

“About twenty years ago, 
we asked ourselves how we 
could enter the RV sector”, 
explained Paolo Cioni. “We 
rented a camper for a ‘study 
holiday’ to understand how 
the furniture worked and 
how we could improve it. 
From that experience, the Pull 
Open handle was born”. 

Revolutionary handles
The Pull Open handle was 
one of those innovations that 
changed the appearance and 

With the introduction of the Pull Open handle a few years ago, Baldacci revolutionised how RV 
furniture doors are built. Today, the company continues to develop new opening and closing 
systems, together with an array of accessories with a cool design

Ideas and solutions

Words Renato Antonini

“The real turning point, which allowed 
Baldacci to grow in the RV sector, was 
when we started thinking about spe-

cific products for the motorhome world, 
without attempting to carry over elements 
already used in the furniture sector”.
This is how our conversation began with 
Paolo Cioni, General Manager of Baldacci, 
one of the most involved companies in the 
RV components sector. The turning point 

the way RVs are used. You grab the han-
dle, pull and release the lock at the same 
time, all in one movement and with one 
hand. Several Italian manufacturers be-
lieved in this project (CI, Rimor and Laika) 
and in 2005 Baldacci started exporting be-
coming a supplier to Burstner, Trigano VDL, 
Carthago and many others. From 2008 
to 2016, there was a gradual entry into 
non-European markets, such as Australia, 
South Africa, Japan and, most recently, the 
United States of America and Canada. To-
day, the company works for Erwin Hymer 
Group, Rapido Group and the Pilote Group, 
but also for Hobby, Swift, Autotrail, Win-
nebago, Airstream and Triple RV, Australian 
Jayco, the entire Trigano Group and many 
other companies worldwide. In the mean-
time, Leonardo Cioni joined the Baldacci 
team as head of the design and planning 
department. A whole series of new projects 
were born from his ideas. After the initial 
concept of the Pull Open handle came the 
mechanised profile and the magnetic bar. 
The mechanised profile allows the doors of 

Mechanised door opening profile
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Founded in 1994, Baldacci is a Cioni 
Group company. It has been active in 
Tuscany (Italy) since 1962 and always 
engaged in the supply of hardware and 
accessories for the furniture sector. 
The Cioni Group currently employs 52 
people and has a turnover of 20 million 
euros. Baldacci entered the RV world in 
2001 and is distinguished by its inno-
vative Pull Open handle, which allows 
doors and drawers to be opened with a 
single movement. 
Today, the production (60% destined to 
Italy, 40% exported) comprises various 
types of handles for doors and drawers, 
as well as handles, kitchen and bath-
room accessories, hooks and hangers 
of various types. Baldacci is UNI EN ISO 
9001-2015 certified (TUV). 
Baldacci has invested in numerous inter-
national invention and design patents 
over the years.

Company profile
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then locked in a horizontal position, with 
no need for screws. The production of 
clothes hooks is also noteworthy and can 
be customised at will, including with the 
customer’s logo.
“We offer RV manufacturers the maximum 
possibility of customisation, as well as 360° 
technical support by offering bespoke ver-
sions of the products already in the cata-
logue and by studying solutions specifically 
for the customer”, explained Paolo Cioni. 
“We have an in-house design office, so we 
can ensure considerable speed and maxi-
mum flexibility. After meeting the custom-
ers, in two or three days we can draw up 
a 3D project and from that we can quickly 
create a prototype and finally the moulds, 
all directly in our company. Each element 
can be created in the desired shape, with 
the preferred colour (RAL or custom co-
lours) and with different types of surface 
finish. Customers often ask us to develop 
exclusive products. We use various types 
of materials (aluminium, Zamak, ABS), but 
we can also cover the structure with other 
materials, such as leather. More and more 
often we also combine our accessories with 
lighting elements”.

Paolo 
Cioni

Baldacci’s most recent proposal for the 
interior design of RVs is the magnetic 
accessory bar. It is a support system for 
various types of elements that accom-
pany the kitchen (but not only), such as 
spice shelves, glass supports and coffee 
capsule holders. 
Characterised by a modern and elegant 
design, this system has the particularity 
of supporting the various accessories us-
ing a magnet. The product is extremely 
modular. 
The fundamental features are the sim-
plicity of fixing to the wall, the stabili-
ty and the absence of vibration of the 
elements. There are a wide variety of 
surface finishes and colours to choose 
from. The profile can also be backlit to 
create charming light effects.

Magnetic bar

the wall units to open by acting on a met-
al profile running along the entire lower 
edge of the door itself. As well as becom-
ing practical to use, it boldly characterises 
the interior design of the vehicle. The Pull 
Open system did not definitively retire the 
push lock, because Baldacci reinterpreted 
this traditional opening system in a mod-
ern key, producing versions with different 
designs and sizes. Noteworthy is the pro-
duction of door handles and bathroom 
accessories in a variety of different shapes 
and finishes.

Customised accessories
Today, Baldacci’s production is no longer 
limited to handles, but also includes var-
ious accessories that combine practical 
functions with good looks. The catalogue 
includes, for instance, entrance door grab 
handles. They come in various shapes and 
colours, some also with backlighting. The 
recessed profile, designed to be insert-
ed into a wall and allows the insertion of 
hooks and other accessories, it also inter-
esting. Importantly, the elements are fixed 
to the recessed profile simply using hooks 
that are inserted in a vertical position and 
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