
74 B t o B
    

With this in mind, we were excited to vis-
it this young Italian company with a great 
growth potential that wants to make a 
name for itself in the sector of laminated 
panels for furniture. Officially founded in 
2015, they started actively collaborating 
with several European RV manufacturers 
at the beginning of 2017. Even complex 
jobs are performed using extremely modern 
systems. Various kinds of decorative films, 
from delicate paper to PVC, CPL and Alkor-
cell, are used for covering the wood pan-
els. There are many possibilities for custo-
misation, with shiny, matte, smooth or 3D 
relief effects. The surfacing is applied to the 
wood panels, of variable 
thickness from 2 mm to 
50 mm, by pressing and 
gluing.

Long experience, young 
dynamism
The company is definitely 
young but was not creat-
ed from nothing. Roberto 
Bigoni has many years of 
experience in the wood-
working sector and can 
rely on an important and 
consolidated equity part-
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It is a new-comer but it has the potential 
to become an important and reliable part-
ner for the major RV European manufac-
turers. Using state-of-the-art machinery, 
Utility Doors can make high-quality lami-
nated panels and can do so fast.

The courage 
to dare

Words Andrea Cattaneo

Roberto Bigoni, founder and owner 
of Utility Doors S.r.l. said: “The first 
potential customers I spoke to told 

me that it had been twenty-five years since 
someone started a business in the laminated 
wood panel sector”. 

ner such as ICL, strong of over forty years 
in the woodworking sector, as a producer 
of overlaid panels and veneer for door and 
natural wood furniture manufacturers. 
“I have been working in the wood industry 
since 1994 for some major companies that 
mainly make poplar multilayer and block-
board”, explained Roberto Bigoni. “I almost 
always focused on international markets as 
export sales manager. In my professional ex-
perience, I have often dealt with companies 
involved in making panels for RVs. I have 
always been attracted by this sector and I 
eventually wanted to address this market di-
rectly. So, in 2015, I decided to create Utility 
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Doors partnering with ICL, a time-honoured 
woodworking company that has been oper-
ating for two generations and which I had 
worked for several years as sales manager. 
I like to think that the production of Utility 
Doors ideally complements that of ICL”. 
The first two years were dedicated to devel-
oping the new company, to setting up pro-
duction and introducing the product to the 
market. For over one year, production has 
been at full rate and Utility Doors is working 
with some of the most important Europe-
an producers of RV, while other interesting 
collaborations are being outlined in Europe. 

Next-generation calender
The factory covers a 4,500 square-metre 
area divided into two parts, one of over 
2,000 square metres for storage, ware-
house and secondary jobs while the rest of 
the facility is the heart of Utility Doors set 
up to ensure the maximum degree of panel 
quality and reliability. The earthquake-proof 
building is air-conditioned to ensure a cor-
rect temperature and the right dose of mois-
ture necessary for panels and coating paper. 
Special systems are implemented to prevent 
dust which can create problems at various 
steps of the process.
“I wanted to create a productive environ-
ment which was almost completely free 
from external interference to prevent the in-
troduction dust and allow free movements 
around the systems necessary to obtain 
high-quality, defect-free panels”, continued 
Roberto Bigoni. “We aimed at overcoming 
current market production issues when 

choosing the machinery. We analysed the 
situation in detail, made substantial invest-
ments and we are now gradually receiving 
positive results from our customers. We 
installed a next-generation calender made 
by a manufacturer that has been making 
this type of machinery exclusively for over 
50 years. The system has a loading line 
equipped with four buffers (two per side). 
The panels are handled by a bridge crane 
fitted with suction cups that take the panels 
onto the pressing line. The system is over 
50 metres long and works entirely in auto-
matic mode. After setting thickness and di-
mensions of the panel, a single person can 
manage production”. 
The laminated panels can reach a con-
siderable size, up to 4200 mm, but even 
more remarkable is the production speed 
that clearly points to the potential of this 
next-generation machinery. Utility Doors 
can make up to 26 metres of finished prod-
uct per minute. In other words, that is ten 
panels per minute. So, in principle, a large 
number of panels of the same thickness, 
for example 15mm thick (which would load 
up a truck for transport completely) can be 
made in just four hours. High-quality panels 
and manufacturing speed are therefore the 
introduction for this company, that we are 
sure, will be able to grow fast in the tough 
but exciting sector of RV furniture.




