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multiple European manufacturers, focusing on glass 
components for the motorhome cabin, for a range 
of vehicle sizes and price brackets, supplying some of 
the most prestigious brands in the sector. “We deliv-
er excellence, in the form of the PLANA window”, 
states Ship-Car owner Davide Zanetti. “The only, 
the original, patented design. With the growing 
demand for fully-integrated motorhomes, sliding 
glass doors in the cabin have become of funda-
mental importance, and Ship-Car’s PLANA is the 
ideal solution, the finest available on the market 
today. Ship-Car also produces a range of opening 
glazed systems, to fulfill specific customer needs”. PLANA 
is a sliding system: the closure lines up the sliding unit to the external 
glass, perfectly flat, aesthetically valuable. The frame, seals and sliding 
system are designed to ensure the absence of noise and prevent water 
infiltration. PLANA can be made with single glass, laminated glass or 
insulating double-glazing. The sliding function can be manual or elec-
trically powered.
The “Industria Felix” prize, a highly coveted award that recognises ex-
cellence in small and medium-sized Italian companies, went to Ship-

Ship-Car is celebrating thirty years in business: Italian excellence in the production of windows for 
special vehicles and construction machinery, as well as for the nautical sector, also successful in the RV 
sector, supplying glazed parts for the front area of motorhomes. Ship-Car’s leading product is PLANA, 
the original patented flush sliding window.

Hi-Tech motorhome windows

Words Andrea Cattaneo

For thirty years, Ship-Car has specialised in the production of 
aluminium frame tempered glass windows for vehicles, pro-
ducing a range of windows for the RV sector, in particular for 

motorhomes. Ship-Car delivers excellence in the form of the PLANA 
patented flush sliding window, the first, the original, perfect for high-
end motorhomes. For years, the company has been collaborating with 

Product news Ship-Car

multiple European manufacturers, focusing on glass 
components for the motorhome cabin, for a range 
of vehicle sizes and price brackets, supplying some of 

“We deliv-“We deliv-“We deliv
er excellence, in the form of the PLANA window”, 

“The only, 
the original, patented design. With the growing 

. PLANA 

A close up of the ‘Gardavitrum’ screen-printing system, 
part of the Ship-Car glass processing department.
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In 2009, Ship-Car patented the PLANA® system, which is now patent-protected in both 
Europe and the USA. PLANA is a closing mechanism for sliding glass, with sliding flush 

closing, which can be equipped with glass of variable thickness (from 3 to 17 mm) but also 
with insulating double-glazing. Manual or electric sliding is available. PLANA, the original, 
has several applications, including in the RV sector. It can be installed on motorhomes of 
different levels and is particularly interesting for high-end models.

duction of noise and the ab-
sence of vibrations in stress 
conditions is also extremely 
important. For many prod-
ucts, Ship-Car must comply 
with the strict regulations of 
the automotive, railway and 
nautical sectors (the win-
dow systems are RINA test-
ed). “The start of 2019 has 
been even better than last 
year,” says Davide Zanetti, 
“and we continue to invest 
in increasing product quality. 
We are not afraid to invest and we believe it 
is necessary to guarantee ever greater com-
petitiveness, even in compliance with increas-
ingly stringent regulations. We are planning 
to expand our premises: today we have two 
production sites, for a total of 10,000 square 
meters, but a new plant of 8-10,000 square 
meters is already in the works”.

All-round experience
Currently, Ship-Car production spans various 
sectors. For the nautical sector, the firm pro-
duces various types and sizes of window, for 
yachts and for ferries and other boats. In the 
automotive sector, Ship-Car manufactures 
windows of different types for buses and 
minibuses, windows for cabins of earth-mov-
ing machines and agricultural machines, but 
also windows for railway vehicles, locomo-
tives and trams. For the special vehicle sector, 
Ship-Car offers several products, including 
glass cases for use inside ambulances, and 
bulkhead partitions for between the patient 
area and the driver’s cab. In 2006, with the 
aim of implementing the glassware depart-
ment to increase autonomy in supply and 
quality control, Ship-Car established a flat 
tempered glass production facility. To date it is 
perhaps the only facility in Europe that, with 
the GARDAVITRUM brand, carries out the dif-
ferent processes in its own factories: cutting, 
grinding, screen printing and tempering are 
performed and laminated glasses are used, 
but also shatter-proof glasses (anti-vandal) 
and double glazing for better thermal and 
acoustic insulation. Spherical and cylindrical 
glasses are also used. The windows can be 
fixed or opening, for horizontal or vertical 
sliding.

PLANA, the original

Car in March. The company, 
based in Gavardo, in northern Italy, 

was selected by Confindustria (the organi-
sation that groups Italian companies in the 
manufacturing and service sectors) as the 
best small company in the Province of Brescia, 
from 33,000 limited companies based in Lom-
bardy. Ship-Car employs over fifty people and 
has a turnover of around 10 million euros. 
“The company was born in 1989,” explains 
Davide Zanetti, “and the name was already a 
plan: Ship-Car, because we started out in the 
nautical world, but our goal was to enter the 
automotive sector. So we started producing 
windows in the nautical field and windows 
of different sizes for vehicles. We approached 

the world of body builders and the produc-
tion of special vehicles in the 1990s. We are 
success in the RV sector, where we supply 
various types of glazing. Today 30% of our 
supplies concern Italy, while 70% is exported 
to various parts of Europe. The RV sector rep-
resents around 20% of our turnover”.
What Ship-Car has to offer companies in the 
RV sector is considerable, and of particular in-
terest for manufacturers working at the high 
end of the market, where custom solutions 
and outstanding workmanship are required. 
Working in specific sectors, from nautical 
to construction machinery, Ship-Car also at-
taches great importance to seals, which must 
guarantee perfect water tightness. The re-
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Davide Zanetti 
Ship Car owner

Plana section view: double glazed version




