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Product range and delivery 
The product range of Gernot Schank however, 
includes much more than just mattresses. The 
company supplies the B2B sector and retail 
establishments with all products containing 
fabric or leather. These include upholstery for 
seating and recliners, dashboards, driver seats, 
curtains, carpets, trim parts such as coat racks, 
seat heaters and the like. In the leather sector 
and custom-made, the company has an out-
standing competence. From 10 to 500 units, 
individually tailored or ready to go, the uphol-
sterers can deliver ‘just-in-time’ to every pro-
duction line - a capability that is unique and 
unmatched in the industry.

Company philosophy 
The company is focussed on producing 
long-lasting, quality products. All materials 
employed are extensively tested in advance 
before being used in production. In many 
areas production is still done by hand using 
specially trained, and extremely competent, 
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‘G + S Sitz- und Polstermöbel GmbH’ is the correct company name but, in the RV industry, it has 
become better known simply as “Die Polstermacher” (‘The Upholsterer’). Founded by Gernot Schank 
many years ago, the company is recognised as an exclusive manufacturer and supplier to the industry. 
Products include a wide range of tailor-made seating and mattresses for motorhomes and caravans 
along with equipment for yachts. 
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employees. In addition to this quality manage-
ment, the “Die Polstermacher” philosophy is 
based on a three-pillar principle: accurate de-
livery ‘just in time’ - up to four times a day to 
partner production lines; the shortest possible 
B2B connections; a service-oriented dealer 
supply of exclusive fabrics and leather goods 
(as well as standardised products such as seat 
covers, protective covers, fitted sheets and hy-
giene covers for mattresses in rental vehicles). 
Large trucks deliver on a daily basis to the 
various production sites in order to equip the 
brand-new recreational vehicles of the respec-
tive manufacturers with G + S products. Thus 
every week upholstery and related equipment 
for the finishing of up to 450 RV’s is delivered. 

The complete system supplier 
One of the strengths of the company is that it 
can act creatively on behalf of clients, produc-
ing new design ideas backed up by self-built 
model concepts. In this way, complete room 
equipment for new vehicle lines can be gen-
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contacts

erated. These can include own material sug-
gestions for special foams, as well as optimal 
fabric or leather fabrications. Schank and his 
team, in close cooperation with the client, are 
able to optimise production processes using 
their own know-how, whilst developing ideas 
to perfect the end product. This is made us-
ing state-of-the-art CNC cutters and sewing 
machines supported by a highly trained team 
that understands manual work. The result is 
a top-quality execution at all production sites, 
which really deserves the name ‘Made in Ger-
many’. 

Worldwide perspective 
A key strength of the company is the philos-
ophy of working very closely with each client. 
This involves listening, understanding and 
then carrying out the best possible implemen-
tation using many years of know-how. The 
best example is the production site in Murska 
Sobota (Slovenia), which Schank has set up in 
order to be as close as possible to one of its 
biggest customers and to be able to deliver 
‘just in time’. This philosophy applies to the 
company worldwide. On request Schank is 
prepared to set up his offices even on conti-
nents outside Europe to make his know-how 
and organisational skills available to interested 
clients.

Reliable partnerships 
The company supports a large number of 
leading European leisure vehicle manufactur-
ers. Companies such as Alpha Motorhomes, 
Carthago Motorhomes, EURA Mobil, Fendt 
Caravans, Hobby, Hymer, Knaus-Tabbert, Lai-
ka, RMB, Spacecamper and Wochner motor-
homes appreciate the competence and abso-
lute reliability of Gernot Schank. The company 
produces seating and upholstered furniture as 
well as decorations, curtains and carpets for 
more than 28,000 recreational vehicles each 
year. This has been proven to be to the highest 
satisfaction of all customers.

People and machines make quality 
Underpinning the product range and custom-
er services are highly trained employees sup-
ported by sophisticated production machin-
ery. Since 2002, the company headquarters 
has been located in the Rhineland-Palatinate 
Pfaffen-Schwabenheim. Recently, the produc-
tion area has been upgraded with the latest 
computer-controlled CNC system, special-
ly designed for high-quality leather cutting 
in the caravanning industry. A second CNC 
cutting machine is able to cut up to 70 lay-
ers simultaneously, depending on the setting 
and material quality. From here, managing 
director Schank guides the fortunes of the 
company. A total of 40 employees work at the 
G + S headquarters. Pfaffen-Schwabenheim 
is regarded as a think tank for new product 
developments and design variants. Current-
ly, the Pfaffen-Schwabenheim site produces 
mainly small and special ranges, including 
all high-quality leather products, from a pro-
duction area of approximately 1,600 m². 
The customer can choose from 150 different 
types of leather and more than 3,000 fabric 
variants. At the Murska Sobota production 
site in Slovenia, more than 80 people work 
in a state-of-the-art production facility, which 
now numbers 4,000 m². Computer-controlled 
machines and the latest CNC equipment, cut 
the different materials to exactly the desired 
shape. The orders are provided by means of 
CAD files and then tailored by computer-con-
trolled editors. During the final manual sew-
ing process, an optimal quality final inspection 
takes place. It all amounts to a perfect pro-
duction system that Gernot Schank can install 
anywhere in the world at any time.

Company history 
Schank ventured into the caravanning indus-
try in Germany and Europe in 1999. The first 
customer was the luxury motorhome man-
ufacturer Niesmann and Bischoff. The part-
nership was so successful that the company 
expanded and Schank founded “G + S Sitz- 
und Polstermöbel GmbH” in 2002. Today, the 
company can look back on a rapid corporate 
development. In 2018, the company celebrat-
ed the 15th anniversary of series production 
of mattresses and the 10th anniversary of 
production at Murska Sobota. With an indus-
try-wide recognised high-quality product and 
service quality, the 120 employees now gen-
erate annual sales in the double-digit million 
Euro range.

The maker 
Gernot Schank with his “Die Polstermacher” 

Facts and data

philosophy still represents the good old Ger-
man entrepreneur generation, to which the 
term ‘Made in Germany’ is sacred, the com-
pany’s name standing for the highest quality 
in terms of materials and workmanship. Not 
least because of these values, Schank and his 
team have developed into a ‘hidden champi-
on’ in the caravanning industry.

• 2002: Foundation of „G + S Sitz- 
und Polstermöbel GmbH“ based in 
Pfaffen-Schwabenheim.

• 2008: Foundation of G + S d.o.o. in 
Slovenia, based in Murska Sobota 
(Slovenia).

• 2010: Move into a new hall with 2,000 
m² production area (Murska Sobota).

• 2012: Expansion of production capac-
ities through automated cutting / CNC 
processing.

• 2014: Expansion of the private cus-
tomer area and establishment of a 
dealer network.

• 2015: Doubling of the production 
area to 4,000 m² with expanded hall 
in Slovenia.

• 2017: Installation of a fabric multilayer 
cutters in Slovenia and a leathercutter 
in Germany.     

• 2018: Anniversary “15 years: series 
production of high-quality mattress-
es”. Anniversary “10 years: production 
in Murska Sobota. Opening of a new 
customer center in Enkenbach-Alsen-
born (Germany).     

• 2019: Upholstery and furnishing 
equipment for more than 28,000 lei-
sure vehicles. Total sales in the dou-
ble-digit million euro range.

„Die Polstermacher“
G+S Sitz- und Polstermöbel GmbH
Untere Gewerbestraße 1
55546 Pfaffen-Schwabenheim - Germany
telephone: +49 6701 20526-0    
telefax: +49 6701 20526-299 
eMail: info@diepolstermacher.de  
www.diepolstermacher.de




