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C ompany news Brivio Compensati

Ninety years of woodworking tradition, fifty years on the international RV market. Brivio Compensati 
S.p.A. has deep roots in the local environment and an increasingly evolving market. Let’s take stock 
of the technological and product innovations with which the company is boldly tackling this difficult 
2020 with Susanna and Attilio Brivio.

Quality is deeply rooted

Words and photo Enrico Bona

Brivio Compensati kicked off 2020 
with big orders before the lockdown. 
The well-established company, main-

ly specialised in the production of pop-
lar-based panels for recreational vehicles, 
took advantage of the closure to implement 
the new safety measures and, above all, 
to rethink and improve internal processes, 
optimise productivity and organise an even 
more effective customer service for when 
the market reopened. Several significant 
product innovations from the company 
based in Robbio, Italy near Pavia were also 
implemented. “This year’s news is that the 
innovative product we call P4Planet is fully 
compliant with the most recent German law 
on the reduction of formaldehyde emissions 
(CH2O)”, declared Attilio Brivio. “The New 
E05 Formaldehyde Emission Standard for 
Wood-based Materials is a pre-COVID re-
quirement and a major achievement, both 
technically and in terms of the benefits it 
brings. We have succeeded in more than 
halving CH2O emissions with an advantage 

for company sustainability, customers and 
end-consumers”. The internal analysis labo-
ratory samples CH2O emissions every day, 
on standard 28-day cycles but also on emis-
sions at 15 or even 2-3 days. “Normally, our 
product is already compliant in the labora-
tory after this short period. This great result 
was achieved by working in synergy with 
our technical resin supplier partners that 
used our suggestions to implement a signif-
icant development of their research. After 
painstaking tests, we defined a new line of 
formulae and products that are genuine-
ly really innovative and performing”. The 
new resins and new production processes 
also made it necessary to introduce a new 
mixing plant that was installed in June. “The 
combination of the new formulae and the 
new mixing plant brought about some even 
unexpected results. The German require-
ment was surprisingly good for the market. 
The reduction of formaldehyde emissions 
satisfies and benefits everyone, manufac-
turers, customers and end/users alike. We 
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ContactsIn partnership with

P4Planet® complies with the most re-
strictive global environmental regula-
tions and achieves the highest results 
in formaldehyde emission containment. 
The P4Planet® product line, in compli-
ance with the New E05 formaldehyde 
emission standard for wood-based ma-
terial, uses only certified raw materials, 
from sustainable crops and directly con-
trolled by the company, and next-gener-
ation resins. The new panels are ideal for 
use in motorhomes and caravans, boats, 
constructions, design, DIY and furnish-
ing. The P4Planet® are light, compact, 
stable, flexible, bendy. They offer great 
versatility on different sizes and thick-
ness and are easy to cut and work. The 
product is available in panels from 3 to 
40 mm and provides Class 1 glueing for 
use in dry environments, Class 2 for use 
in wet environments and also Class 3 
glueing. P4Planet® complies with UNI 
EN 636-1, UNI EN 636-2, UNI EN 636-3.

P4Planet®
the new range of panels made from 
the combination of E05 glue and 
PEFC-certified poplar wood

would have liked the input to come from 
producers, rather than politicians, but what 
matters is the result, that is better products 
for consumers. Today the German market 
suppliers that make E05 compliant products 
represent the elite of the market and we are 
in the driving seat”, concluded Attilio Brivio.
Brivio Compensati, in a broad strategic de-
sign that aims to constantly increase the 
quality of the product, has also launched 
several projects, in collaboration with Italian 
and foreign universities and research insti-
tutes, aimed at improving the characteristics 
of poplar wood, the basic material of the 
company’s processes. “Poplar wood, for us, 
is the key product of the circular economy. 
We received important suggestions from 
some large customers to focus our research 
and development and we activated a proj-
ect-oriented approach to further innovating 
the structural properties of our panels”.
In support of this wider project, Brivio Com-
pensati also launched a poplar cultivation 
partnership programme with suppliers in 
2018 and 2019. “We firmly believe in poplar 
wood. The material is unique for its light-
ness, strength and availability and so we 
have decided to use only a small amount 
of rainforest wood and to prefer the use of 
trees from our own controlled cultivations 
instead”. The Robbio-based company imple-
ments a perfect process of circular economy 
that Susanna Brivio often mentions in her 
projects and words: “On the one hand, we 
are benefiting the environment because we 
are planting trees and keeping an important 
green lung for the ecosystem alive. Second-
ly, we produce a renewable, compatible and 
widely used material, from construction, 
transport, furniture and automotive as in 
the case of our sector”. Brivio Compensati 
invests to provide security to several farm-
ers in Northern Italy and ensure high-quality 
raw material and always efficient service. In 
2019 alone, as many as 10 thousand poplar 
trees were planted by the first four farms 

that joined the programme as partners. The 
ten-year project, which will expand to a 
larger number of farms, will ensure supply, 
sustainability and benefits for everyone and 
“especially for end-customers who want 
to spend their holidays, the make precious 
memories in a motorhome and who expect 
products to be very comfortable, healthy 
and sustainable,” stressed Susanna Brivio. 
In addition to the mixing plant, Brivio Com-
pensati has also put into operation a new, 
next-generation drying plant capable of 
improving quality and production perfor-
mance. 
The vocation of Brivio Compensati is entirely 
focused on customer satisfaction and sup-
port through personalised production and 
attention to every detail. This implies large 
investments in research, testing, analysis 
and the involvement of third-party partners, 
both technological and development, where 
necessary. Strong of the constantly evolving 
customer demand, Brivio Compensati has 
constantly innovated products by develop-
ing new panels, layering new materials such 
as PVC, balsa, cork, cork rubber without 
ever stopping the experimentation.
“We can study solutions for any need the 
customer wants the panel to meet: ther-
mal or acoustic insulation, lighter weight or 
strength. Customers should not hesitate to 
present us with a problem. We like challeng-
ing products and we know how to make 
them”.
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