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Webasto 
fridges set 
for take-off

Compressor fridges are gain-
ing ground in the RV sector 
as technology advances con-
tinue to reduce energy con-
sumption. Webasto is at the 
forefront of this march and 
recently launched a fridge 
with an energy consumption 
significantly low.

Words Terry Owen

The Freeline 115 litre fridge freezer is 
the latest in a long line of fridges pro-
duced by Webasto and its joint ven-

ture partner Indel B, the Italian manufacturer 
of compressor fridges for the automotive and 
hotel markets.
Webasto offers only compressor fridges, as it 
sees significant advantages in this technolo-
gy: the highest performances possible, plus 
weight and space saving when compared to 
standard RV absorption fridges.
When compared to the major players such as 
Dometic and Thetford, Webasto is relatively 
small in the RV fridge market. However, their 
focus on reducing energy consumption with-
in the compressor sector is being rewarded 
with considerable traction in the market. This 
is where it sees the best opportunities for 
growth in the next few years, especially tak-
ing into consideration further improvements 
in energy consumption to come.
Enter the Freeline 115 fridge freezer. De-
signed exclusively for the RV market this ad-
vanced cooling solution has an energy con-
sumption significantly low. The actual figure 
is amazingly low at just 267 watt-hours per 

day. This is based on measurements taken 
when operating at 12 volts with +5°C in 
the refrigeration space and an ambient tem-
perature of +25°C (ISO 15502:2005 and EN 
153:2006).
The Freeline 115 first broke cover as a soft 
launch at the Dusseldorf show in 2016, ship-
ments starting in early 2017. It found par-
ticular favour in the panel van conversion 
market, Adria being an early adopter for its 
Twin 640 SPX campervan model. Many other 
RV producers are fitting the Freeline 115 into 
their vehicles, like the UK’s Hillside Leisure for 
the all new VW Crafter campervan.
Now, news about the Freeline’s remarkable 
energy performance is spreading, and en-
quiries are starting to pour in. The Freeline 
opens up the realistic prospect of being able 
to run from one or two solar panels with no 
other power source needed, at least in the 
summer months. This remarkable perfor-
mance is achieved through a combination of 
three key elements:
The first is the highly efficient 12/24-volt 
BD35F compressor from Secop (formerly 
Danfoss). This is mounted low down where 

the air is coolest so the compressor doesn’t 
get so hot and doesn’t have to work so hard. 
The low mounting position also means that 
the distance to the ears of occupants is lon-
gest. However, it is really quiet anyway, so 
noise should never be a problem. Mounting 
the compressor low allows for a larger and 
more efficient evaporator and a larger freezer 
compartment (32 litres). 
Secondly, we have the ultra-thick outside 
walls containing 25 mm of insulation and 
40 mm thick door. These offer a simple but 
highly effective way of reducing energy con-
sumption. 
Thirdly, there is something called Intelligent 
Temperature Control (ITC). This uses an al-
gorithm to determine when spare power is 
available (for example when operating with a 
hook-up) before using that power to increase 
the compressor speed and so the cooling ef-
fect. The internal temperature of the fridge is 
allowed to decrease from +5°C to just +1°C.  
Careful temperature monitoring is then em-
ployed to prevent freezing. In this way sur-
plus energy is effectively stored in the fridge 
contents, to be released when battery oper-

The Freeline 115 in Hillside Leisure’s VW 
Crafter conversion
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ation resumes. The ITC technology results from Indel B being a prime 
partner of Secop / Danfoss and working closely with them to engineer 
the final solution.
Energy efficiency was not the only objective Webasto set themselves 
when specifying the Freeline 115. Space efficiency was seen as critical 
too so, despite a 115-litre internal capacity, the external volume mea-
sures just 226 litres. What’s more the dimensions were chosen to give 
a push-in solution below the standard work top height. Where space 
is tight there’s even the option of mounting the compressor remotely 
via two pairs of quick couplings. 
Inside the fridge three rails give flexibility for the two shelves, which 
sit above a robust vegetable drawer. The top of the fridge houses a 
full-width freezer compartment with whopping 32 litres of storage 
space - that’s enough for 4 pizza boxes! 
An LED panel on the right-hand side has an ‘eco’ setting and allows 
for optimum usability. A bottle compartment in the door has space 
for 5 x 50cl cans at the top and 4 x 2 litre bottles underneath. Exter-
nally, a centrally mounted door handle makes for easy switching of 
the hinge side. All Webasto fridges carry a 2-year warranty.

XL Freeze for the Trigano Group

As well as being the energy consumption specialist Webasto 
is able to offer tailored fridge solutions. In 2013 it produced 

the ‘XL Freeze’ exclusively for the Trigano Group presenting the 
first horizontal drawer fridge on the RV market. The fridge 
came with a robust, high-quality drawer mechanism enabling 
users to quickly retrieve food and beverages. It has a capacity 
of 150 litres with 19.5 litre freezer and is fitted to 17 models of 
Caravelair and Sterckeman touring caravans. 

Model Freeline 115

Internal Capacity 115 Litres

Dimensions (HxWxD) 797 x 525 x 495 mm

Power Consumption 267 Wh per day (22,25 Ah @ 12 V)

Net Weight 29,8 kg

Silent, highly efficient, fan cooled 12/24V Secop / Danfoss compressor (type BD35F)

Control Panel Includes ECO function

Wide Freezer Compartment (32 litre Capacity)

Tech spec at a glance




