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Ag r o u p ’ s
strength can
be measu-

red by its capacity
to produce synergy
in order to be com-
petitive on the mar-
ket, working on
several fronts while

relying on centralized structures for its mana-
gement and research: this scenario properly
describes the Zadi Group, a renowned manu-
facturer for those involved in the RV sector,
primarily in the production of locks. In essen-
ce, the Zadi Group is a complex business with
a decades’ long history. Established in 1962 by
Antonio Zavatti and Enrico Diacci (after years
of experience at Magneti Marelli), Zadi began
operating in the automotive sector supplying
locking systems to Fiat, subsequently broade-
ning its horizons to the motorcycle sector,
becoming a partner with Piaggio. Over the
years, Zadi has acquired other businesses,
structuring its operations as a veritable con-
glomerate in the vehicle manufacturing indu-
stry, primarily in lighting systems (headlights
and tailights) and locking systems (locks, han-
dles): in 1997 Zadi acquired the German

manufacturer GKS, and in 2001 the Italian
CEV (founded in 1906), followed by Ecie. 
Thanks to a solid financial backing guarante-
ed by being part of BGG (Bruno Generators
Group, Italian Family Company with approxi-
mately 1,300 employees, 15 manufacturing
plants in Europe ) and a wealth of experience
matured over the course of decades, Zadi
Group is today capable of independently
developing complex products in the mechani-
cal, electronic and electromechanical sectors:
starting from the design phase right through
to product industrialization, with the capabili-
ty of producing in-house both molds and
machinery for the manufacturing of products.
Zadi’s presence in the automotive sector is
well-known and appreciated – supplying
major automobile manufacturers, as well as
motorcycle manufacturers the likes of Ducati,
BMW, KTM and many others. In the recreatio-
nal vehicle sector, Zadi is partnered with all of
Europe’s primary manufacturers, drawing
two-thirds of its earnings from sales in Europe.
A total of 250 people are employed at Zadi’s
production sites in Carpi (Modena) and
Jolanda di Savoia (Ferrara), with an overall
production space of 15,000 sq. m: this is
where the group’s RV division is situated.

Alongside Zadi’s well-known production of
locks (keys and cylinders) and handles, various
types of plastic components are also produ-
ced, such as ventilation grids and container
caps, in addition to a variety of components. 
In the wake of the event in Düsseldorf, and
also thanks to the market’s positive response,
Zadi Spa is now ready to begin its production
of two innovative products, both in their
design and functionality. 

THE NEW TWO-POINT LOCKING SYSTEM
The new two-point electronic locking system
designed for access doors stands out for its
originality, making it unique from standard
products normally adopted, with a technical
innovation that is sure to make its mark: inde-
ed, there are no mechanical connections bet-
ween the outer and inner parts of the handle.
The connection is totally electrical. Given that
end users won’t be able to perceive the exi-
stence of this electrical system, what’s the real
advantage? Well, the benefits are significant
for vehicle manufacturers, especially in terms
of cutting down on assembly times. Reduced
production times don’t just apply to the
assembly phase, but are also extended to the
fine-tuning and adjustments on the locking
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With its robust and decisive commitment to the automotive sector, Zadi Group has recently approved an
investment program for the recreational vehicle sector, under its Zadi brand, introducing two innovative
locking systems for doors and lockers.
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system. In essence, the less components need to be assembled, the less
components need to be adjusted. Indirectly, the product also provides
greater reliability, and enhanced longevity, due to the fact that there are
less moving parts in the handle subject to wear, deterioration and cor-
rosion from atmospheric or chemical agents.
“Our goal was to create a product that stands out from the competi-
tion,” explains Silvano Prampolini, Sales Manager at Zadi for the RV
sector, “with a system that is completely different from an aesthetic
standpoint as well as in terms of technology. At the Caravan Salon in
Düsseldorf, we drew a lot of attention, especially from door manufac-
turers. This new product is currently in its industrialization phase, and
will be ready by mid-2017: during this period, manufacturers who are
interested in becoming our customers can participate in the develop-
ment process by providing their technical contribution, or supplying
specifications for any customization processes, which are naturally pos-
sible”. The new electric locking system, and its door handle, is directed
mainly at motorhome and caravan manufacturers in the mid to
mid/high segment of the market. Guaranteeing the necessary safety
requirements, the door can be opened from the inside of the vehicle,
even without electrical power. The locking mechanism on the lock from
the inside, which is also electrical/electronic, is visible thanks to a LED
light signaling the effective door locking. Naturally, in order to provide
a centralized locking for all doors on the vehicle, the locking system can
be connected to other locks. This new patented door locking system is
slated right from the start to become a forerunner for a future product
line.

PUSH PULL LOCKING SYSTEM
The second innovation presented at Düsseldorf is a unique handle for
storage locker hatches. This new product has also been patented, both
in terms of its design and functional operation. Compared to other pro-
ducts already on the market, its sheer look makes it stand apart even
at first glance, although color plays a major role in the product’s custo-
mization options. Clearly visible on the side of the vehicle, the handle
can be customized with the colors of the motorhome, even in two
tones, or entirely white, black, grey, etc. However, there’s more to it
than just looks, since this new handle design features a truly revolutio-

nary locking system. The mechanism was patented and
designed for simple operation, with a push-pull con-
cept that is ideally more closely related to the door
handles of yore than current ones, with an eye for
simplifying opening/closing movements, and com-

pressing the door seals. Ordinary locking
systems on the market currently make use of
a system with a sequence for the key turning,
handle protrusion and handle rotation for the

door seal release, and a second rotation for the hatch
opening. For this new product by Zadi, the operating
phases are significantly reduced: the handle pops

out when the key is turned. In this phase, the locking system has alrea-
dy slackened the lever compression on the door frame. A 90° rotation
of the handle sets the lever in the vertical position and frees the hatch,
for a fluid motion that does not require any additional mechanisms.
The opposite process occurs when the hatch is closed: pushing the
handle triggers a mechanism that draws the hatch towards the frame,
creating the necessary compression for a perfect closing. The move-
ment is extremely natural, since once the handle is turned in the clo-
sing position it is absolutely normal to push it into its slot, simultaneou-
sly triggering the mechanism that compresses the hatch in its frame. 
“We’ve managed to do away with one phase of the operation,” com-
ments Stefano Loschi, head of the technical division for the RV sector
at Zadi, “rendering the opening and closing of the locker door even
simpler. This has allowed us to create an innovative object, starting
from a very simple product such as a locker door handle. As for the pro-
duct’s industrialization , we expect the handles to be available already
by spring 2017.”
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