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There are certain companies that could
only be Italian, companies that owe
their fortune to the dynamism and ini-

tiative of their founders, but especially to their
ability to improvise and provide a rapid
response, moving seamlessly from major con-
tracts to single item requests. Nuova Mapa is
definitely one such firm. Operating exclusively
in the motorhome industry for the last fifteen
years, the company exudes the very essence
of Made in Italy. Nuova Mapa was founded by
Enrico Maini in 1963, and at the end of the

Eighties, the firm expanded its automotive
activities with a department dedicated to the
recreational vehicles sector, having as first
customers Safariways and Auto Roller. The ini-
tial product range, comprising motorhome
luggage racks and ladders, was originally an
extension of the company's automotive indu-
stry activity, growing in autonomy to become
something specific to the Italian motorhome
sector, which saw rapid expansion in the
1990s. And so, shortly after moving to their
new headquarters in 2001, Nuova Mapa's
automotive industry era ended, and a gro-
wing specialisation in the motorhome world
began. Although no longer a small artisan
firm, Nuova Mapa has not abandoned the
concreteness and dynamism of a family busi-
ness: following the passing of the company's
founder, today the business is continued by
his son, Davide Maini, his mother Silvana, and
a team of trusted colleagues. The company
employs around twenty people in addition to
the owners, based in roofed premises of
approximately 2500 square metres, partly
used for production and prototype develop-
ment, and partly as a warehouse, plus a

second external facility dedicated to the pre-
assembly of semi-finished units, with a further
4-5 employees. For production, the facility is
equipped with a laser cutting machine, with
automatic loading/unloading and uninterrup-
ted 24/7 operation, and this machine genera-
tes at least 70% of the output components.
There are also presses, welding robots, small
and large robotised benders, tube benders,
saws and welders.
"The Dusseldorf Caravan Salon and the sub-
sequent Italian trade fair, the Parma
Motorhome Salon" - explains Davide Maini,
Nuova Mapa CEO - "have confirmed what we
had already expected, which is a slight increa-
se for the Italian market and a stable situation
for the Australian, but also clear and promi-
sing growth for the European market in gene-
ral. Nuova Mapa is preparing for a significant
increase in production and, in anticipation, we
are extending our facilities. We are shortly
planning, for example, for a new warehouse
and the replacement of our laser cutter, with
the latest in fibre laser cutting technology,
along with other investments aimed at impro-
ving production capacity." 

Words Giorgio Carpi

From design
to standard production

Active exclusively in the motorhome industry for several years, producing
mechanisms, accessories and components, Nuova Mapa has always pla-
ced great emphasis on research and the development of innovative pro-
ducts. Today the firm is a leading producer of telescopic table legs, ultra-
flat drop-down beds, and so much more.

Maini Davide 
Nuova Mapa CEO

From design
to standard production



31

Contact:
info@nuovamapa.com

The company, as Maini himself says, has
always tried to be as autonomous as possible,
especially regarding its production equipment:
with the exception of the thermal galvanising
and painting, everything is carried out at the
company's own facility in Altedo, near
Bologna. This is not something to be glossed
over, because the autonomy Maini refers to
goes beyond the production process in the
strict sense. The company takes care of the
entire process, right from the designing and
development of its prototypes, component
production and assembly, through to the final
delivery of the end products, which Nuova
Mapa manages personally, right across Italy. 
"We have always tried to be as autonomous
as possible" - says the Nuova Mapa CEO -
"and this has made us remarkably flexible,
something which is important when working
closely with motorhome manufacturers. We
are able to process changes to products quic-
kly, I would even say immediately, moving for-
ward with rapid prototyping and sampling. If
there is an idea, an intuition requiring the
modification of a product, in a short time we
can action it, and in the space of just a few
hours we can achieve it. In essence, what we
can offer is the flexibility of an artisan busi-
ness, the construction and production quality,
but we can also operate in bulk, delivering
large orders typical of a large company." 
Nuova Mapa's previous clients include Rimor,
the Trigano VDL Group and Spanish firm
Benimar, as well as big name manufacturers
like Jayco, and various distributors in Britain,
France, Italy and Spain, but today our market
has significantly expanded, especially across
Europe. A third of our production remains in
Italy, while the rest is exported.  Until 2006,
the company's flagship product was swivel
bases for cab seats, but demand reduced con-
siderably following Fiat's decision to develop
the Ducato in-house. Production of luggage
racks and ladders has also decreased, for
many reasons, not least the weight reduction
requirements now imposed on manufactu-
rers. But it's a rather different matter for slide-
out steps: Nuova Mapa is producing many
more of these, but most are exported overse-
as, as in Europe the growing trend is for vehi-
cles with integrated steps in the floor. The abi-
lity to refresh our product range, anywhere
and at any time, is what allows us to deliver
our other highly successful products. One of
our leading products is our single-leg table
support: Production of this item actually
began around ten years ago, in an attempt to
overcome a seemingly trivial problem, which
was the difficulty older people (who accoun-
ted for a significant portion of motorhome

users) were experiencing in
manoeuvring various ele-
ments (such as drop-down
tables). So we created electri-
cally operated table legs, which
in turn led to the development of
our outstanding table-top release
systems, with their simple, rapid action. Three
years ago, Nuova Mapa was the first to intro-
duce table manoeuvring via a handle incorpo-
rated into the table top itself. Today on some
table support models, this handle not only
controls the horizontal placement of the
table, but the lowering too. We offer a com-
prehensive selection of table legs, from the
popular chrome, now fitted in the high-end
motorhomes of the Trigano Group (Arca,
Mobilvetta, Autostar), to trendy coloured ver-
sions, produced to match your furniture using
the colour samples you provide, as presented
at recent trade shows. Nuova Mapa could not
ignore the European growth in electrically
operated beds. After in-depth market analy-
sis, two years ago the firm tested the waters

with a small production line. The
Flat bed, our latest addition, boasts
some truly wonderful features, but
most importantly of all, it is ultra flat,
just 10 cm thick, and these 10 cm

include everything from the structure to
the mesh, the mattress to the motor. An out-
standing achievement. Often a bed's electric
motor is positioned in a wall cabinet, or tran-
sversely under the bed, but here, your cabi-
nets remain uncluttered, and everything is
incorporated into the thickness of the bed.
Just one of the solutions that showcases our
company's dynamic nature.  But Nuova Mapa
is not just about table legs and beds, we can
provide luggage racks, ladders, seat swivels,
exhaust ends, wheel wedges, LCD ports, elec-
tric and manual steps, satellite dishes, and
much more.
"What we want is to offer something innova-
tive, something practical - it might be a little
different to what's out there already, because
Nuova Mapa's products really are one of a
kind."




