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Made in Italy style and
technology for LED lighting
Words Andrea Cattaneo

The history of OFOLux is comparable to many small/medium Italian
companies’ that, thanks to the
founders’ initiative and perseverance, has been able to move forward by managing the generational changeover at best. Involved in
the automotive industry for 40
years and specialized in lighting
production, OFOlux has been working also for the motorhome industry for many years now, supplying
its products to major European
companies.

he importance of lighting the cockpit
in the recreational vehicles industry
speaks for itself: lights are increasingly becoming a sales object and this justifies
investments in their design and production.
Among the companies that were able to fit
best in this still developing context we find
OFOLux, which treasuring the experience
gained with different types of vehicles has
been able to expand its reach to the motorhome industry. Small to medium sized company with 30 employees, OFOLux goes
international thanks not only to its customers distributed on five continents, but also
for its direct presence in America and in
North Africa thorugh its production sites. A
third-generation family business, the company is currently managed by the founders’
descendants.
"It all started back in 1974 - explains
Cristina Oblatore, OFOLux owner, jointly
with her brother Luca - when my father and
my uncle, helped by my grandfather, gave
life to OFO snc, acronym of Officine Fratelli
Oblatore. The company mainly dealt with
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bus accessories, such
as handles, ashtrays,
seats covers and also
lighting
products,
which over the years have
switched from the old
incandescent to fluorescent version, by using
electronic circuits designed and manufactured
by us. As early as 1988
Cristina and Luca started supporting their
father’s work while bringing some fresh air
to the production and design departments.
In 2001, they took over the business and
OFOLux srl was officially established. The
new name clearly identified the renewed
family business’s scope, i.e. lighting, especially in relation to motor vehicles’ passenger compartment. Starting from
the buses, the company has expanded its horizons not only by joining
the commercial vehicles sector but
approaching the nascent motorhome industry as well. Today OFOLux
manufactures lighting systems for
minibuses, buses and tourist coaches, and for commercial vehicles
to be transformed such as ambulances. In the RV industry, the firm
works as a supplier for the leading
Italian motorhome manufacturers,
but also for several famous caravans and campers manufacturers
all over Europe. Essentially based

Luca and Cristina Oblatore, OFOLux owners
on LED technology, the products catalogue
ranges from fixed and adjustable recessed
spotlights (round or square-shaped) to ceiling lamps, from wall lamps (fixed and adjustable) to external lights placed over the
door. Increasingly popular, diffused light
lightbars placed above and below the hanging lockers, have now become an essential
element in the creation of modern, cozy
and great-looking interiors. The standard
production is flanked by models built according to customer specifications, since
OFOLux ensures hassle-free changes and ad
hoc supplies.
"One of the biggest advantages that a com-
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pany like ours offers - says Cristina Oblatore - is the extreme production fexibility along with the ability to satisfy customers from
concept to product testing. OFOLux features both in-house design
and production departments, thus providing lighting systems
design changes or customization is not a problem to us: actually, it
may act as a innovation trigger and be a challenge that must be
overcome ".
Lights are made up of mechanical (frame, orientation systems,
fasteners) and electronic parts. OFOLux deals with the design of
both, as well as their production and assembly. When subcontractors are involved, they operate under OFOLux’s direct supervision.
Provided by external suppliers, LEDs are carefully chosen with the
aim of ensuring not only the utmost quality and reliability, but also
constant light in terms of color. In fact, not always all LEDs share
the same degree of white or yellow light. Especially with the aim of
avoiding outsourcing as much as possible, but also with an eye to
cost-quality ratio, in 2009 a production plant opened in Tunisia, in
a district featuring well-developed electronics industry, where SMT
technology circuits are assembled. The company’s headquarters
remains in Brunello, in the Varese province: it consists of 2200 sqm
main building where offices, design and production departments
(machining and assembly) and even the plastics and aluminum
warehouse are grouped. In addition, a detached 800 sqm building,
which is the former headquarters, is used for electronic components storage. This warehouse houses all electronic components
purchased from external suppliers which are then prepared and
shipped to Tunisia to be assembled. Once the electronic circuits
come back assembled, they are 100% tested and mounted on the
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mechanical part of the lighting system. It is interesting to note that
the production aimed at motorhome manufacturers benefits greatly from the fact that OFOLux works for the automotive sector,
where very high quality and safety standards are required.
"Most of the times, materials and components used for
motorhomes are the same that we use for buses and
ambulances - explains Cristina Oblatore - and this ensures exceptional quality and reliability. Even though in
the RV sector electromagnetic compatibility is not
always required, we have the approval for electronic components, as well as for fire-resistant plastic
materials, and this is because we work in other
areas where rules are more restrictive ".
If it is true that the widespread use of LED technology has led to an actual energy saving in motorhomes lightining, it is equally true that a wise
energy management starts from the company
itself. Three years ago the OFOLux headquarters
of Brunello was equipped with a photovoltaic
system installed on the roof, able to cover about
30% of the plant’s energy demand. Always with
the aim to achieve a desirable energy saving, all
doors and windows were recently replaced, using
high-performance insulating profiles.
Besides being ISO 9001:2008 certified, OFOlux has obtained the
ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION ISO 14001:2004. In addition, it
also follows particular and strict production cycle control procedures adopted in the automotive sector.

Even in America

esides its headquarters in Northern Italy and the circuits
assembly department in Tunisia, since last year OFOLux is also
present in Americas with a production site located in Mexico City.
This branch was created with the aim to better follow bus sector
customers in Central and South America and to reduce costs. The
bus lightening elements (lights, cables, aluminum supports...) are
bulky and cumbersome: as a consequence, shipment from Italy
had become quite expensive. The American market is important to
OFOLux, with customers in various states including Argentina and
Colombia. The Oblatore brothers’s company, however, is also present in other parts of the world: It is involved in the motorhomes
industry in Europe, Australia and Japan and it cooperates with the
bus and commercial vehicles manufacturers in Europe, North
Africa, Middle East (Egypt, Tunisia, Israel...).
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