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50 years of heating
success: the story of Alde

«After many years of using Alde heating in my caravan I was delighted to be invited to Färlöv to see how
it's made. The factory is on the site where founder Alde Rask lived and part of his original dwelling can still
be seen. It's amazing to think that production has been going on here since 1949 and that Alde has now racked up 50 years of hydronic heating manufacture. Many of the workers have long service and clearly take
great pride in what they do. Most of the components are made in house and many of those on machines that
have been made or modified in house. This gives Alde a high degree of control over quality - something it is
passionate about. Alde won't allow a single leak from any of its components and so each assembly is tested
before being passed to the next stage. Even the rubber hoses fitted with bleed nipples are checked for leaks.
It's this level of detail that makes Alde's products so reliable.»

The history

Words Terry Owen

In 1949 entrepreneur Alde Rask founded a company in his name to
make trailer products. Early on his list was electric braking systems. In
the following years he even built a caravan on an Alde trailer but it
was not until 1966 that the future direction of the company was set
when Alde launched its first mobile boiler for space heating. I
t was the first time anyone had used hydronic heating in a caravan.
Sweden's winters can be very cold and Alde knew that the best way
to distribute heat within the vehicle was to use liquid filled radiators, just as you would at home.
The challenge was to do this
with a system that was small
and light enough to be used in
a caravan. Alde succeeded and
sales took off. Spurred on by
this success Alde used his caravan as a mobile demonstration
platform, travelling throughout
Europe with his family.
Soon he had his first major
foreign customer - Adria,

3At last! The perfect heating for caravans" proclaims
the 1966 advert

One of Alde's first mobile4
boiler from 1966
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based in what was then Yugoslavia, and is
now Slovenia. Alde grew fast, requiring a
larger factory and more staff. In 1973,
after 25 years of ownership, Alde Rask
sold his company to Optimus and the
company's name became Alde Optimus
AB.
Under this ownership the company launched new products, including the
renowned Comfort boiler. This set fresh
standards for efficiency and performance, helping to propel Alde into new markets, such as canal boats.
In 1986 four senior employees acquired
the Company in a management buyout
and its name was changed to Alde
International AB.
In 1993, under their leadership a new boiAlde's first Comfort boiler
ler, the Compact 3000, was launched.
This combined a gas burner with built-in
electrical heating and a hot water tank, all
in one unit. The real breakthrough though was its size and weight
- small enough to fit under a bunk and weighing just
15.8kg dry. These attributes gave OEM designers
greater freedom on interior layout and sale of
Alde heating began to accelerate.
The Compact 3000 boiler was superseded by the
3010 (2006) and 3020 (2013), bringing improvements in both weight and efficiency.
The new boilers also saw the introduction of a
colour touch screen control panel that is a model
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3This gold boiler
signifies a production run of 100,000
of the 3010 model.
Today, including the
3020 model, more
than 200,000
systems have been
produced

In this sectioned boiler you
can see the gas burner
chamber (blue) and the electric heating elements (red).
Surrounding everything is
the hot water tank4

Visit us at the Caravan
Salon in Düsseldorf
Hall 13 Booth A14

Warm air rises naturally from these radiators, courtesy of special
vents built into the furniture. There is none of the stuffiness that
can be a hallmark of blown air systems. What's more Alde heating
is virtually silent in operation and can easily be programmed to turn
down at night for sleeping.
For frost protection the system is filled with a solution of water and
antifreeze. This is moved round by a small pump mounted on the
side of the boiler. Earlier models used a pump in the head tank but
today the boiler option is preferred as it's quieter and more efficient.
Transmitting warmth via a liquid is far more effective than using hot
air. This is because the liquid can hold much more heat and is more
conductive than air. Alde’s circulation pump uses just 0.2 amps at
12 volts and switches off when the desired temperature has been
reached. Along with a low current consumption from the boiler this
makes Alde heating ideal for use off grid.
In addition to radiators Alde offers an underfloor heating option.
This consists of pipe coils let into the floor and connected to the
radiator circuit. The effect is very like the rest of Alde's heating once you've experienced it you won't want to settle for anything
less.

3The underfloor

of clarity and ease
of use.
What's more it's
now possible to
control your Alde
heating remotely
using a smart
phone app.

heating and aluminium radiators can
be seen on this
demo mode

Today just about
every European RV
manufacturer
offers Alde heating
on its top end
Alde's touchscreen control panel (left)
models. Nowhere
and
smartphone app
has the success
been as great as
the UK where consumer demand has caused OEM's to offer Alde
heating further down their ranges.
However Alde's popularity extends well beyond the UK. Readers of
Reisemobil International , Germany's most popular motorhome
magazine, have now voted Alde heating number one for seven years
running, most recently in2015.
As a technical writer I'm often asked - what is it about Alde heating
that makes it so good? The best way I can describe this is to say that
entering an Alde heated RV on a really cold day is a bit like stepping
off an aeroplane in a warm country, having travelled from a cold one.
The first thing you feel is a cosseting all round warmth.
You expect to find cold draughts but there just aren't
any. The whole interior is evenly warm. This is
because the radiators are placed low down
around the outside walls where the vehicle
would normally be coolest.

3Lightweight aluminium radiators emit warm air via specially
designed vent boards. Outside air
may be blended in too

This infra-red image
shows an underfloor heating pipe as
it loops around the
side dinette on a
Kabe caravan 4

Where Alde heating is fitted to a motorhome it's possible to connect the heating to the engine's cooling circuit using a special heat
exchanger. This allows the engine to warm the Alde system and,
using a dedicated pump, the Alde system can warm the engine
ready for starting. Couple this with liquid heated foot-well mats
and it's easy to see why Alde heating has become so popular in
motorhomes.
Alde's boiler not only drives the heating it also contains an 8.4 litre
hot water tank. This is more than enough for a shower and the boiler can quickly reheat the water if a second person is showering
soon afterwards. For those who like really long showers Alde now
offers an add-on that provides continuous showering.
Today Alde enjoys international status. From its headquarters in
Färlöv, Sweden, it opened subsidiaries in Germany (2001), the UK
(2009) and the USA (2012). Alde Corp is situated in Washington
State from where it also serves the Canadian market.
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