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The new Fiat Ducato MY2020 has been launched. It might seem to look the same as the previous one, 
but under the body everything has changed – with new engines from 120 to 180 HP and an innovative 
“9Speed” automatic transmission.

All change under the skin

Words Antonio Mazzucchelli

Almost 40 years after the launch of 
the first Fiat Ducato in 1981, the 
Fiat Professional for Recreation-

al Vehicles division presented the new Fiat 
Ducato MY2020 to the media in July. As the 
best-seller in 12 countries, the leader in the 
European Professional market for the fifth 
consecutive year, and first ever developed 
as a motorhome base vehicle in Europe, the 
new Ducato has important new features to 
consolidate its leadership in the motorhome 
sector.
There are no changes to the exterior dimen-
sions or body of the new Fiat Ducato for 
2020, and it is still built entirely at the Sevel 
Plant in Val di Sangro, Europe’s largest light 
commercial vehicle manufacturing facility, 
and holder of World Class Manufacturing 
Silver Level. More than 297,000 vehicles 
rolled out of the Sevel plant in 2018, break-
ing its own production record for the fourth 
year in a row, with a +46% increase over 
the past six years. The Ducato is produced 
in over 13,000 variants, including the many 
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popular bases for outdoor tourism vehicles, 
and is sold in more than 80 countries world-
wide.
“In the last 10 years more than 500,000 
European households have chosen a Duca-
to-based motorhome,” says Roberto Fuma-
rola, Head of the Fiat Chrysler Automobiles’ 
Motorhome Converters department. “This is 
a constantly growing sector: compared to 
2018, registrations rose by six percent in the 
early months of this year, proving that the 
motorhome is viewed more and more as a 
lifestyle enabler; it’s not just a vehicle to use 
for holidays, but a means to freedom, for 
users to go wherever they want, whenever 
they want,” continued Roberto Fumarola.
The engine line-up is completely renewed 
and now includes a 2.3-litre Euro 6d TEMP 
diesel engine with car-like standards of 
performance and comfort. It comes in four 
power outputs: 120, 140, 160 and 180 HP. 
All feature Fiat’s Multijet 2 technology for 
improved efficiency and fuel savings. They 
have an advanced drive assistance system 
for long, carefree journeys, as well as moto-
rhome-specific suspension and a long series 
of features to guarantee comfort. 
One of the new Ducato’s biggest innovations 
is a new nine-speed automatic transmission. 
This delivers a pleasing and relaxed driving 
experience, without sacrificing performance, 
yet optimising fuel efficiency.

The new engines
There are four power outputs (120, 140, 160 
and 180 HP) all from the same 2.3-litre Euro 
6d -TEMP type-approval engine. This is the 
biggest engine in the category, guaranteeing 
reliability and durability, even for the heavi-
est motorhome configurations. 
All engines have adopted a variable geome-
try turbocharger (VGT) for a smoother ride, 
improved handling and better engine flexi-
bility even at the lowest speeds, meaning 
fuel savings in real use cycles. Thanks to its 
electronic control, the new turbocharger is in 
a position to adapt its fluid dynamics to the 
speed of the engine and the driving style, to 
provide the right supercharging at all 
times. This is possible thanks 
to a series of mobile blades 
situated along the radius of 
the turbine which control 
the flow of exhaust gas and 
consequently the speed and 
force of the compressor. 
All the new power 
units in the range 
feature post-treat-
ment of exhaust 
gases using the 
SCR (Selective Cat-
alytic Reduction) 
process. This is a 
chemical reaction 
that transforms pol-
lutant nitrogen ox-
ides (NOx) into harmless 
substances such as diatomic 
nitrogen (N2) and water (H2O), 
through the addition of a reducing 
agent (urea) known with the commer-

cial name of “adBlue”. Compared with the 
previous engines, it would take more than 
50 motorhomes with Euro 6 engines to pro-
duce the same emissions as just one Euro1 
motorhome, and 14 to produce the same 
amount of nitrogen oxides.

• The 120 HP engine delivers its maximum 
power at 2,750 rpm with maximum 
torque of 320 Nm at 1,400 rpm; with the 
manual gearbox, this improves power and 
torque by 10 percent compared to the 
previous 2.0-litre engine. This is the ideal 
engine for motorhomes up to 3.5 tonnes.

• The 140 HP engine has maximum power 
at 3,500 rpm, with torque of 350 Nm (+ 
nine percent compared to the previous 
130 HP Multijet) at just 1400 rpm. It is 
available with both manual and the new 
“9-Speed” automatic transmission.

• The 160 HP engine with the new auto-
matic transmission delivers its maximum 
power at 3500 rpm and 400 Nm of torque 
at 1,500 rpm. This power unit has a spe-
cific engine shaft with oversized bearings 
and special pistons and turbocharger for 
improved performance and engine dura-
bility. It delivers the same on-road perfor-
mance as the previous 180 HP model, but 
with lower emissions.

• The new, top of the range 180 HP engine 
provides its maximum power at 3,500 rpm 
with 400 Nm of torque of 400 Nm with 
the manual gearbox, or 450 Nm with the 
new nine-speed automatic transmission 
(+12 percent compared to the previous 
model). This makes it best-in-class in terms 
of torque. It is perfect for those in search 
of the best performance and driving com-
fort, especially when teamed with the 
new automatic transmission. This is avail-
able with all-wheel drive.

One powertrain 
for one mission
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The new “9-Speed” 
automatic transmission
The new Ducato motorhome base vehicle is 
available with the new, innovative “9-Speed” 
automatic transmission. When we had the 
opportunity to test it on the road, we found 
it comparable to transmissions of the most 
famous cars. 
This is thanks to synergies with other divi-
sions of the FCA group, where the new gear-
box is already utilised on Jeep cars. We found 
the new automatic to be very fluid, progres-
sive and adaptive. 
We enjoyed having the choice of three differ-
ent driving modes: Normal, Eco (which pro-
vides a smoother acceleration response and 
a dedicated gear shift strategy to allow for a 
greater reduction in consumption levels), and 
Power (which provides prompter responses 
and gear shifts for pleasant driving and op-
timal performance even in tough conditions).
A torque converter makes up for the lack of 
traditional clutch and guarantees reliability 
and durability. In particular, the Fiat Profes-
sional engineers developed the combination 
between the new transmission and the ve-
hicle so that every customer would be able 
to optimise performance and consumption 

levels according to their specific uses. 
There are two operating modes available: in 
the “Drive” position, the control module se-
lects and shifts gears according to the driving 
conditions: speed, load, incline. In the event 
of frequent gear shifts, and in particular-
ly challenging conditions, such as on steep 
slopes, the “Autostick” mode enables the 
driver to stay in a lower gear to improve per-
formance levels while avoiding overheating. 

New technologies to assist the driver
Ducato-based motorhomes can now be 
equipped with the ADAS (Advanced Drive 
Assistance Systems) that include 
the latest innovations, such as:
• Blind Spot Assist (BSA) - ra-

dar sensors mounted in the 
rear bumper identify vehicles 
approaching from the rear 
that are invisible to the driver 
because they are in the rear-
view mirrors blind spot 

• Rear Cross Path detection” 
(RCP) - radar sensors identify 
vehicles arriving from the side 
when backing out of a park-
ing space to avoid accidents 
while manoeuvring

• Full Brake Control (FBC) - identifies obsta-
cles and if it detects an imminent danger 
of collision, alerts the driver and intervenes 
by automatically triggering emergency 
braking

These innovations are offered alongside the 
advanced drive assistance systems already 
available on Ducato, including: 
• Lane Departure Warning System (LDWS) - 

detects if the vehicle is straying out of its 
lane, even when visibility is poor. In the 
event of danger, acoustic and visual signals 
alert the driver immediately

• Traffic Sign Recognition – an on-board 
camera helps the driver to recognise the 
current speed limit and overtaking restric-
tion road signs by showing them on the 
on-board display

• High Beam Recognition: - automatically 
recognises oncoming ve-
hicles and controls on/off 
switching of the high beam 
headlights to reduce the risk 
of dazzle during night driv-
ing.

The new Ducato is also sup-
plied with the Rain and Dusk 
sensor, which activates the 
windscreen wipers and adjusts 
their speed according to the 
intensity of rainfall, and auto-
matically switches on the low 
beam headlights when the 
outdoor light is insufficient; 
in addition, a Tyre Pressure 
Monitoring System (TPMS) 
constantly monitors tyre pres-
sures and alerts the driver to 
any pressure drops via the on-
board display.

Our editor in chief testing the new Fiat Ducato.
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Euro 6d-temp: 
no consequence on Ducato layout

Fiat Professional For 
Recreational Vehicles
“Fiat Professional contin-
ues to lead the field: it 
is the only brand to have 
a dedicated team with 
in-depth knowledge of 
the Recreational Vehicle 
world, “certified” by the 
new “Fiat Professional 
For Recreational Vehicles” 
logo. It also offers a high 
level of specialisation in 
terms of products and 
services, to guarantee 
customers the greatest 
possible flexibility and 
freedom,” - says Roberto 
Fumarola.
“The Ducato is a “Leader 

in Freedom”, confirmed by an amazing collection of international 
awards, including the coveted “Best motorhome base 2019” - won 
for the twelfth consecutive time this year - by readers of “Promobil”, 
the German magazine that has reported on trends in the motorhome 
vehicle sector for more than 25 years. This important accolade con-
firms the trust placed by customers in the Ducato as the ideal base for 
their leisure activities, and this extraordinary Italian success story on 
the roads of the world”.
The Ducato offers a unique series of special services for the motor-
home world: Customer Care Centres and Fiat Professional workshops 
efficiently and quickly answer the current needs of the motorhome 
users. Twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, Ducato users can 
call the dedicated Customer Care Centre and speak with one of the 
twenty Fiat Camper Brand Ambassadors in their own language. The 

Ambassadors’ mission is to solve any customer problems as quickly 
as possible by coordinating with everyone involved. For this reason, 
the dedicated team members are constantly trained and updated. 
They attend the major European sector-specific trade shows to keep 
abreast of trends and closely follow the motorhome world. Ducato 
Motorhome users can rely on over 6,500 Fiat Professional worksta-
tions equipped to maintain and repair Ducato-based motorhomes, 
including over dedicated 1,800 Fiat Camper Assistance centres.
“For many years, Fiat Professional has been providing valuable assis-
tance for motorhome users, demonstrated by: 
• attending more than 10 specialised exhibitions across Europe every 

year
• a dedicated website (www.fiatcamper.com) that receives an aver-

age of more than 86,000 visits per month
• the “Fiat Ducato Camper” Facebook page that 

has more than 60,000 fans
• a new @FiatPro4RV Instagram page.
The goal now is to address customers with 
the tone of voice of a fully-fledged brand, 
using consistent words and adopting a 
well-defined visual identity in line with 
that of Fiat Professional, a journey that 
began last year with the new “Fiat Pro-
fessional for Recreational Vehicles” logo. 
The name and logo enhance the Fiat Pro-
fessional brand with a specialisation and 
commitment to the recreational 
vehicle business. The new 
identity underlines its true 
nature as leader in the 
recreational vehicle sec-
tor,” continued Rober-
to Fumarola.

Roberto Fumarola




