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When plastic meets
Made in Italy design
At the Caravan Salon in Düsseldorf with an all new shower door opening system, Castagnari shows off its
wealth of expertise in hot pressing technology, creating innovative solutions that are tailored to each custo-
mer.

Words Andrea Cattaneo
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Nearly a half century of experience
has made Castagnari one of the
most qualified manufacturers in the

processing of plastic sheeting, cutting and
laser engraving, using 3 and 5 axis milling
and thermoforming technology. The com-
pany conducts its operations in a produc-
tion site with a covered area measuring of
around 6000 square meters. Operating at
various business levels, Castagnari has
drawn increasingly closer to the recreational
vehicles sector, supplying numerous
European manufacturers. Plastic sheets are
processed into a wide and highly diversified
range of products, with a clear preference

for furni-
s h i n g s
a n d
accesso-

r i e s

designed for the living quarters and bathro-
om spaces in motorhomes. Castagnari’s
presence at the trade fair in Düsseldorf,
which is confirmed for this year as well, will
provide the Marches region based manufac-
turer with international visibility.
Founded in 1972 by Enzo Castagnari, the
company has had a longstanding partner-
ship with the Guzzini group: Teuco the bath
fixtures division (hot tubs, shower trays,
shower doors), Fratelli Guzzini – kitchen
accessories division, and IGuzzini – lighting
division. The Teuco-Guzzini home/bath fix-
tures sector suffered declining sales during
the late 1990s, thus prompting the three
Castagnari brothers, taking over from their
father in heading the company, to explore
new business avenues. Indeed, by the
beginning of the new millennium,
Castagnari’s proposals had been picked up
by one of the most prestigious names in the
Italian caravanning sector - Laika, with
which a successful collaboration was under-
taken. Having demonstrated their capaci-
ties, Castagnari also began dealings with
McLouis and with the SEA group. The par-
tnership with Laika and SEA has become
increasingly consolidated, and Castagnari

currently has
orders with some
of the industry’s

most prominent RV outfitters, both in Italy
and abroad.
“We can say that Laika opened up the
doors to the industry for us,” states
Gianluca Castagnari, one of the company’s
owners, “allowing us to show our potential
to the public. Today, we’re
operating at a
European level, even
though a large por-
tion of our produc-
tion is aimed at
Italian manufacturers
based in Tuscany.
The relationship with
manufacturers is
ongoing and consi-
stent; just about
every week we hold
meetings with the
various technical
departments, exhibi-
ting our latest propo-
sals, gathering
requests and establi-
shing new strate-
gies.”
Castagnari Srl opera-
tes on a large
scale, making
use of
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thermoforming machines, laser cutters and
engravers, 3 and 5 axis milling machines
and ovens. Various types of sheet materials
are used, mainly methacrylate, ABS and
polystyrene, including in transparent shapes
(‘crystal polystyrene’) to achieve an effect
that is entirely similar to glass. The glass
effect transparency is an essential element
for one of the company’s most successful
products, i.e. its shower cabin doors. More
than just a standardized product, the range
includes various models created ad hoc
based on the needs of individual RV manu-
facturers. Curved or flat doors can be sup-
plied; transparent, translucent or
tinted. And Castagnari will be
showcasing an all new shower door at the
2015 edition of the Caravan Salon in
Düsseldorf.
“At the trade fair in Düsseldorf we’ll be pre-
senting a new shower opening system
design,” explains Gianluca Castagnari,
“that can provide a 360 degree rotation.
The system makes use of hinges and high
performance seals to offer extreme user fle-
xibility, since the 360 degree opening can
be combined with a forced rotation latch at

preset angles – for instance at 210 degre-
es.” 
The issue of semi-transparency has also
been tackled to create a decorative frame
placed in front of the kitchen window, a
furnishing element that has become increa-
singly common in the interior of the recrea-
tional vehicles. Created experimentally only
just recently, it has met with a growing and
unexpected success: the element in itself is
translucent white, framing the kitchen win-
dow and serving as a backdrop for the wor-
ktop. Internally, it can be fitted with LEDs,
creating sce-
nic diffused
lighting for
the kitchen
unit. The
methacrylate
is also spe-
cially treated
to create
mirrored sur-
faces, once
used only in
bathrooms,
but now
exploited in
other areas
of the living
q u a r t e r s .
These mir-
rors can also
incorporate
decorat ive

LEDs, either at specific points or on
the edges to create a bright frame.
Other products manufactured by
Castagnari include bath sinks, shower
columns featuring an integrated support
surface, and faucet coverings. Also note-
worthy are the many decorative elements
that appear in the living area, whether in
white or translucent methacrylate, or in a
plastic material coupled with faux leather:

for instance, they can be found on the
headboards of beds, inside domed profiles,
as porthole frames or in the lower part of
drop-down beds. Many of these elements
can be combined to perfection with LED
light strips, to create lighting effects that
are increasingly in demand with designers
and ever more popular with the public. 
A small to mid sized company, Castagnari is
capable of meeting any customer needs,
even in terms of ensuring supplies during
“peak” work periods. A combination of
long standing experience and production
flexibility perhaps constitutes the winning
formula for this manufacturer based in
Recanati, in Italy’s Marches region.
“We’re able to produce parts that other
manufacturers don’t want to dedicate time
to, or prefer not to deal with,” proudly
affirms Gianluca Castagnari, “for instance,
we can create a shower door with a curved
glass to override a wheel housing, comple-
te with offset hinges, or artfully bend ‘glass’
to stiffen it and avoid fitting in an extra
hinge, resulting in savings in both weight

and costs.” Bending methacrylate
or polystyrene with a glass
effect is a process that

requires experience, in order to control
internal stresses in the material, which
could ultimately weaken the structure. An
experience that Castagnari possesses in
spades and makes use of every time it is
faced with complex designs: a daily challen-
ge whose success has raised the company’s
profile and its level of appreciation among
caravan manufacturers.

Castagnari is a family run company, with a long standing
tradition in the processing of plastics. The production site

is located in Recanati, in Italy’s Marches region, just a short
distance from Ancona. The business was founded in 1972 by
Enzo Castagnari, and has recently been taken over by his
three sons. Basing its success on the growth of the home fur-
nishings sector, particularly in bath and kitchen fixtures (its
historic partnership with the Guzzini group continues to this
day in spite of the recent economic crisis), Castagnari has been
capable of reinventing itself since the year 2000, seeking out
new business avenues, with the success of the recreational
vehicle sector. Collaborating initially with Laika and McLouis,
and then with other outfitters, Castagnari has made its mark
at a European level, and orders in the caravan sector now

total 50% of its turnover. Among Castagnari’s customers are
some of the sector’s major manufacturing groups: Trigano,
Adria, Rapido, etc., which are in turn divided into various
brands. The production of methacrylate and polystyrene,
using hot forming techniques from sheets, results in a variety
of products for the living quarters of campers, including sho-
wer doors, mirrors with integrated lighting and sink tubs, to
which are added various decorative finishing elements, such
as frames on windows and portholes, headboards, and cove-
rings for the lower part of drop-down beds. Thanks to deca-
des of experience and an ongoing relationship with the
technical and design development divisions of major manu-
facturers, Castagnari offers targeted, customized solutions,
with a quick turnaround on development and production. 
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