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Loving leisure - around the world
Thetford is one of the world's leading suppliers of sanitation system and kitchen appliances for recreational
vehicles. With its new glass production and innovative products, the manufacturer wants to conquer new
market shares.
Words Jörg Nullmeyer

Dirk Valder

ulinary delights in a
motorhome, caravan or
mobilehome are no longer a problem with Thetford’s
range of hobs, ovens, grills,
refrigerators and sinks. The
design and function of these kitchen appliances are based on
normal household appliances.
Only high quality materials and
components were included in order to achieve the Thetford quality
standard.
The Aspire MK2 is the new complete kitchen solution by Thetford
and offers an oven, grill and hob in one unit. The Aspire boasts a
series of improvements in its second-generation version. It was possible to increase efficiency and lower gas consumption by six percent.
There is space for both small and large pans on the conventional
household burners. Placing the optional electric hotplate at the same
height as the rest of the hob makes it simple to move even the heaviest of pans around. A new, lowered surface, rounded edges and
improved sealing make cleaning easier. The burners are now five mil-
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limetres lower, increasing the safety distance to the cupboards above
them and this also allows the glass cover to be lowered immediately
after cooking without it overheating. The oven heats up 30 percent
faster, reaching 200° C (392° F) in just three minutes. The grill has
been enlarged by 30 percent so that the grill pan fits into both the
oven and the grill. Another innovation is the heat shield that pops
out automatically when the grill is opened. This shield prevents the
knobs and the front plate from heating up. The upper section of the
Aspire is available separately so that the hob can be installed as an
independent cooking area without having to forego the drawers
beneath it. The oven can be retrofitted if required. Great advantage
for the manufacturer: the work surface remains the same.
Thetford’s 353 Series offers the perfect combination of three burners
and a sink. The main focus during development was on user friendliness. Single-handed operation is a new feature in this price class.
Heat can be regulated by turning the knobs and slight pressure activates the electrical 12-volt ignition. The split glass cover provides an
additional work surface and makes kitchen cleaning very easy. The
three different hob sections are suitable for both larger pans and
small espresso makers. The entire combination is robust and easy to
clean. The use of cast iron grates means that pots and pans not only
stand very stably but also that deformation is a thing of the past. The
structure of the combination is symmetrical so that OEMs can position the sink on the right or left side. The large stovetop is then
always on the opposite side. Both the individual configuration of the
tap and the adjustment of the glass cover to the requirements of the
OEM are possible. In Europe this new combination is exclusive to the
Hymer Group. Thetford has been manufacturing glass components
at its own plant in Sheffield since 2014 and can thus react even more
flexibly and quickly to client requirements.
Thetford's new innovative concept is an induction hob. It saves energy and is quicker than common hob. The idea behind is, that almost
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every
campsite
offers
electrical
energy for a small
fee or even for
free.
Domestic
hobs have a high
power
consumption, therefore Thetford had to develop
new solutions. The result is an induction hob
that is quicker than gas but has a maximum
power consumption of only seven amperes
in boost mode. A conventional gas hob
needs 15 minutes to heat one liter of water
from 18° C (64° F) to 90 °C (194° F), the
induction hob only needs ten minutes. Other
advantages are more storage space due to
less space requirement, faster cooling down
after cooking and and a reduced safety
distance of 200 millimeters to the next burning material.
Anyone who wants to eat and drink well

while travelling needs
fresh ingredients and cool
drinks.
This
makes
Thetford refrigerators the
right choice. ‘Keep it cool
at hot temperatures’ is
Thetford’s motto. The
standard European temperature class SN (32° C/58°
F) for an absorption refrigerator is no longer sufficient in some climate
zones. For the first time
Thetford is now offering
absorption refrigerators
that are certified for
Europe, North America

and Australia. New cooling units achieve
temperature class T (40° C / 72° F). Model
N3185 the Australian market has additional
fans to increase its cooling capacity.
Thetford also continues its worldwide supply
of compressor refrigerators.

Thetford glass design and production
s a dedicated and well-known key supplier to
the global RV industry, Thetford always strives
for new innovations that emphasise its leading
position, to continue serving the market in the best
way possible and to meet the latest trends and
demands. Thetford has recently expanded its production facility in England to include glass manufacturing.
This new facility allows Thetford and their OEM partners to design and develop their own personalized
variations of sturdy glass appliances and units. In close
cooperation with the OEMs, Thetford is now able to
jointly develop premium glass based cooking appliances. Limited tooling investments and lead times create
flexible opportunities for OEMs that want to distinguish themselves from the competition. Thetford glass
based quality products can come in various sizes, shapes and colours to suit the wishes of the OEMs.
Thetford staff have expanded their knowledge base
and brought a new team of glass experts on board.
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hetford is a leading global supplier of sanitation
systems for the mobile leisure markets around the
world. Thetford innovations also include high quality cooking appliances, gas absorption and compressor refrigerators, external RV service doors and a wide range of sanitary
and maintenance products. Their products are available

worldwide through local dealers. Thetford is globally headquartered in Ann Arbor, USA. Their European headquarters
are located in Etten-Leur, the Netherlands. Furthermore,
Thetford has manufacturing facilities in the United States,
the Netherlands, Great Britain, Italy and China. In total
about 1000 employees make up the Thetford group.
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