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A path to success in the world
The high level of interest at the fair in Düsseldorf for the new locks must not
overshadow the other successful products of FAP, especially the diversified
Orus Line.
Words Giorgio Carpi

Ghost with the new automated locking
mechanism
fter the huge event represented by
the Caravan Salon in Düsseldorf, for
FAP it is time to take stock: the
Florentine company, founded in 1968 and the
long-standing partner of major European and
non-European manufacturers of recreational
vehicles, has not only maintained its presence
in the field but has continually expanded its
range and developed a growing interest in
the caravan industry, and its product catalogue now includes seven different categories.
“Our production – explains Lapo Ermini,
grandson of the founder and current CEO of
FAP – began nearly fifty years ago with an
aerator, a simple piece of moulded plastic,
and it continues today with technically advanced locks like the one just presented at the
fair in Düsseldorf. It is a lock with a servo-assisted locking mechanism designed for those
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seeking top quality access doors on their camper.” The new lock derives from the now
well-known Ghost locking mechanism with
one or even two locking points, the pride and
joy of FAP products. Conceptually similar to
automobile locks, it goes even further by
incorporating an automated locking system.
A state of the art lock, therefore, which caters
in no uncertain terms to high-end vehicles
and offers ease of closure and extreme noise
reduction.
“At the Caravan Salon in Düsseldorf – continues Lapo Ermini – the new automated locking mechanism was appreciated by all the
experts who came to visit us at our stand. I
am pleased to say that soon, presumably in
February, we will begin series production for
our first customers in Italy, France and
Germany. I think it is important, however, to

repeat that our success in the lock sector has
in no way overshadowed the production
volumes and sales of our other products. This
performance was achieved thanks to both an
ongoing study carried out by our designers to
improve and innovate our products, and
through the investments we have made and
continue to allocate in order to provide highlevel tech support, with a constant commitment to customer follow-up after the sale.”
But what are these products? Very often, they
are technical elements of small dimensions,
sometimes barely visible, but which often
have key roles on recreational vehicles. This is
the case, for example, of the Orus Line, which
includes fillers and external inlets mounted on
the side of campers and caravans. This line is
characterized not only by a modern and
attractive design, but also by the interesting
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family feeling assured by a common aesthetic
that brings a certain elegance and visual continuity to any modern recreational vehicle. The
customer – that is to say the manufacturer of
the vehicle – is given the opportunity to choose the colour of the frame and the cap, and
the variety of colours available can become a
distinguishing element of the vehicle’s side
and can often match the graphics already
selected for use. The Orus Line series, which
starting this year will be exported to Australia,
too, includes external inlets for connecting
the gas supply, a quick connection for water
(with a pressure reducer and check valve), but
also the quick connector for the outdoor shower, the external 230-V/16-A power supply
and a multifunction plate that includes the
12-V socket, the 220-V Schuko socket and
the sockets for the digital terrestrial and satellite antenna cables. The ease of installation
and the ability, in case of damage, to replace
the cover lid quickly and easily with replacements sold in the after market are features
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that should not
be underestimated.
“Since its launch
on the market –
explains
Lapo
Ermini – the Orus
Line has seen a
steady increase in
sales and its success is well established
in Italy and France, and next
year should extend to Germany as
well. This is thanks to features that
make our fillers unique: consider for example
the automobile-style friction cap for both the
water tanks (including supplementary tanks)
and for the diesel fuel tank. And as for the
fuel-tank filler, our catalogue also contains the
adapter for the original Fiat cap, which is
important for motorhome builders: original
security certificates regarding vehicle overturning can be maintained, thus saving money
on additional certifications.”
Other historic products in the FAP range include the discharge valves of the grey water
tanks. In this case there has been a significant
evolution of the product’s method of assembly: the bonding system has in fact been
abandoned and the components are now joined by electrical welding. This method ensures strength, reliability and guarantees absolute impermeability.
Another product that is small in size but
essential for the proper functioning of camping vehicles of the latest generation is the
magnetic lock for the doors to bathrooms and
closets:

or almost half a century FAP has been a manufacturer of
plastic components. The founder began to approach the
camping industry in 1968 at the urging of two entrepreneurs
who have made history in the Italian caravan market, Luano
Niccolai of Rimor and Giovanbattista Moscardini of Laika. In
1982, the company began producing for the railway industry,
where it maintains its presence by supplying furnishing components for railway cars. The company headquarters, which
includes the technical office, production line and warehouse,
is located in Florence and covers an area of 4,000 square
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his article was presented at last
year’s Caravan Salon and can
smoothly enter all markets and
play an important role in the production of furnishings for recreational
vehicles within and outside of Europe.
The magnet placed inside the lock –
on the lock plate positioned on the
door frame – is able to pull the latch
towards itself, which guarantees an
extraordinarily silent mechanism. This
lock is easy to install and can be used
with all the handles on the market. It
is not only silent, but is also extremely flexible in use. It can be installed on
simple one-panel doors, but can be
used also with multifunctional doors,
which are becoming increasingly
common on campers of recent design
– doors that are used to close both
the toilet compartment and the sleeping area – at the user’s discretion. In
this case, the manufacturer must simply mount a second lock plate.
It is thus clear then that FAP is committed to 360-degree design, with
the specific goal of meeting customers’ needs both with universal products and with personalized items.
And this, combined with considerable
attention to after-sales service, has
enabled the Florentine company to go
beyond not only its own national borders, but also those of Europe, and is
now present in Australia, and since a
couple of years ago, on the extremely
important market of the United
States.
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metres. With the production of locks for campers and caravans, FAP has long since achieved a leading position in
Europe, covering 80% of the market and working both with
vehicle manufacturers and with the most successful manufacturers of doors and hatches. In 2011 the company launched
the Ghost lock, the top of the line and a real benchmark in
the industry, with a mechanism capable of handling two locking points. In 2014 the evolution of Ghost was presented,
and the lock is now equipped with a servo-assisted locking
mechanism.

FAP booth at Düsseldorf Caravan Salon
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