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Brianza Plastica keeps forging ahead in the recreational-vehicle
sector. In particular, the Italian firm has recently opened a branch
in Elkhart, USA, specifically to be close to a market that is very dif-

ferent from its European counterpart but not less important. Brianza
Plastica has been working to support the road-transport sector for some
time, although the business began well before that, over half a century
ago. Set up in 1962 to produce fibreglass laminates, Brianza Plastica has
continued to diversify its output, working mainly for the construction
industry. Its product range – including Isotec insulating panels, for exam-
ple – is a mainstay of both the residential and the industrial construction
sectors. Between 2006 and 2008, the company moved into the tran-
sport world, incorporating two manufacturing sites for discontinuous
lamination technology and expanding the central HQ at Carate Brianza
with a new continuous-lamination production line. In recent years,
Brianza Plastica has been working increasingly closely with the vehicle
industries, especially refrigerated-lorry and recreational-vehicle manufac-
turers. “Motorhomes are no longer a minor segment for us and are now

worth 15% of our turnover,” explains Alberto Crippa, Brianza Plastica
MD. “We supply several major European and American camper and
caravan manufacturing groups”.
Many motorhome producers have now moved from aluminium to fibre-
glass coverings for the living-compartment panels. Accordingly, the firm
produces fibreglass laminates devised specially for recreational-vehicle
manufacturers: Elyplan and Elycold ranges. The fibreglass sheets are
super-thin – just a few millimetres thick – and very light but extremely
strong, made by impregnating a fibreglass mat with polyester resin.
Elyplan is a laminate made with a continuous production line using hot
polymerisation. Through dedicated technology, the maximum possible
polymerisation of the composite material is achieved, for a smooth pro-
duct with tight dimensional tolerances. Continuous production offers
real economic benefits over discontinuous technology, with excellent
aesthetic qualities that, in the High Finishing version, rival the finest lami-
nates made with discontinuous methods. Elyplan is therefore the best
solution when the key factors are mechanical strength, dimensional tole-
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Brianza Plastica’s fibreglass laminates have become “go to”
products in the camper sector. In an extensive product cata-
logue, the essential Elyplan line of continuous laminates com-
plements the Elycold range based on cold polymerisation.

San Martino di Venezze (Rovigo), Italy: production site. Ostellato (Ferrara), Italy: production site.
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rances, and value for money – e.g. for roofs
and platforms, as well as camper and motor
home interiors.
Equally, the higher - performance variants also
find effective use in internal or external fini-
shings, as Alberto Crippa explains: “For motor-
home’s internal finishing, on the living-compar-
tment side, that is, the Elyplan laminate is an
excellent solution. The continuous-manufactu-
ring method drives down costs, and the pro-
duction technology allows us to combine the
product with printed paper for a wood-effect
or other finish. We have already successfully

used these techniques in the residential-con-
struction sector, for example to build quality
internal doors.” Elyplan laminates come in rolls
and sheets up to 3200 millimetres wide. There
is no theoretical limit on the length, which is
agreed to suit the customer’s requirements.
Elycold laminates, conversely, are made on a
discontinuous production line with cold poly-
merisation. The process of polymerisation at
ambient temperatures avoids thermal shocks
and ensures a top-quality product with a per-
fect flat finish. Courtesy of the selected raw
materials and a production method that priori-
tises results over speed, Elycold fibreglass she-
ets emerge with a superlative aesthetic effect
that is ideal where a smooth, shiny, totally flat
surface is required. The application par excel-
lence is outer walls for campers – the sides and
rear – although Elycold is often used to make
the roofs, too. Elycold laminates, finished with
gelcoat, are made in rolls and sheets up to
3400 millimetres wide and 60 metres long.
“We have been producing fibreglass for over
half a century,” concludes Alberto Crippa, “so
we have considerable experience with the
technology. Precisely because we work both in
the construction industry and in transport,
Brianza Plastica is now the European biggest
fibreglass manufacturer: our production lines

output around 10 million m2 of laminates
every year. But we are also the only supplier
that can offer flat laminates made with both
technologies – continuous and discontinuous
production.” The firm from Carate Brianza
vaunts a truly vast catalogue, from the most
cost-effective products to the top of the range.
But don’t forget their flexibility, which enables
them to complete advanced projects and meet
real customer needs. Brianza Plastica’s wor-
kshops create laminates in a wide spectrum of
colours, thicknesses and finishes, and the com-
pany can supply small quantities and major
orders alike.

Elyplan and Elycold
*Elyplan laminates are made using continuous techno-
logy, both with and without a gelcoat finish. Thicknesses
can vary from 1 to 2.5 mm; the maximum width is 3200
mm, and lengths are agreed on request. The internal
finish can be smooth or mechanically sanded, although
the “Corona” treatment is also available (with a small
electrical discharge to facilitate bonding). The range also
includes Elyplan Design with printed-paper finish (max
width 220 cm), Elyplan Extra Glass with high glass fibre
content (for excellent rigidity and low specific weight),
and Elyplan High Finishing (where the fibres are less
visible on the surface).
* Elycold laminates are produced using discontinuous
technology with a gelcoat finish. Thicknesses can vary
from 1 to 4 mm. The maximum width is 3400 mm; the
max length, 60 metres. Elycold can be made only with glass fibres with MAT, or with
MAT plus woven matting (for greater strength). Various internal finishes are offered:
smooth, rough, and sanded mechanically or with a film (to counteract dust and enhan-
ce bonding). The range also includes Elycold Lite and Elycold Xlite, special laminates
for greater thickness at no extra weight, and therefore greater rigidity and flatness, while
masking the underlying structures.

Paolo and Alberto Crippa.

Brianza Plastica was set up in 1962 to
produce fibreglass laminates. Over

time, it has significantly extended its mar-
ket presence with a comprehensive pro-
duct range. It has served the construction
industry from day one and has been enjo-
ying increasing success in the transport
sector since 2006. In this arena, it supplies
fibreglass sheets both to manufacturers of
recreational vehicles (campers and cara-
vans) and to lorry and refrigerated-trailer
producers. The company is based in Carate
Brianza (just north of Milan), with other
factories in Ferrandina (near Matera),
Ostellato (near Ferrara) and San Martino di
Venezze (near Rovigo). It has storage faci-
lities in Nola (near Naples), Lyon (France)
and Elkhart (USA). Brianza Plastica is
Europe’s largest producer of fibreglass. It
makes laminates both with continuous hot
and with discontinuous cold technology.
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