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Project 2000 presents the 3D bed
Project 2000 presents the new 12658 bed, an innovative multipurpose central bed that combines as many as
three different mechanisms in one structure

T

hrough Project 2000’s long experience of developing bed-lifting mechanisms,
the company’s designers have created an innovative concept of an adjustableheight central bed. The new 12658 perfectly embodies the concept of “ideas
in motion”, which is not only Project 2000’s slogan but also its corporate mission: getting ideas moving.
The new bed features a self-supporting structure of adjustable height. The lower part
can be lifted to access the storage compartment below; the upper part raises to act as
a backrest. The fruit of in-depth design and development work to combine the lifting
mechanisms with lightweight materials and a robust structure, the 12658 is the first
central bed in the sector to combine as many as three mechanisms in just one structure. Project 2000 had already created an original electrically controlled folding mechanism for the central bed in the TDL (Tecnoform Design Lab) caravan exhibited at the
2012 Düsseldorf Caravan Salon, which won the “Best Interior Design” and “Best
Practice” categories in the prestigious Caravaning Design Awards 2012/2013. Now we
have gone further. The 12658 is primarily a very lightweight bed with a self-supporting
structure, weighing only 45 kg despite the system’s complexity. This means that camper and caravan manufacturers do not need to give the bed structural support – because it supports itself. The bed’s height off the floor can be adjusted by around 305 mm
via a manual or electric mechanism. Thus, an ample storage compartment can be
exploited under the bed during transit, without compromising on the comfort and
accessibility of a low bed when the vehicle is parked. The lower part of the bed base
folds open to an angle of around 114 degrees, allowing quick and easy access to the
storage area beneath. The final masterstroke is the facility to raise the backrest into one
of five fixed positions, by moving the bed base back at the same time along an approximately 220-mm run. This motion is enabled via the Project Easy Lift mechanism, which
makes it possible to calibrate the system’s resistance to the thrust applied to move back
the headboard. We can therefore establish, based on the mattress weight and the force
used, how much resistance the system will apply before moving backwards, thus raising
the headboard. The ability to raise the headboard affords superior comfort, as users can
adjust their position to read or watch television with ease. And moving back the bed
creates space in the bedroom, thus making it easier to move around. Project 2000 supplies the 12658 system pre-assembled; manufacturers need only install it on the prebored floor.
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Technical specifications
Self-supporting system
Material: aluminium
Wooden slatted bed base
Weight: approx. 45 kg
Vertical range of motion: approx. 305 mm
Bed base retraction: approx. 220 mm
Bed base fold-up: approx. 114°
Headboard positions: 5

Exhibitions:
Caravan Salon Düsseldorf (DE) - 31.8 - 8.9.13
Salone del Camper – Parma (IT) - 14.9 – 22.9.13

New user-friendly control unit

A

s part of its continual product-improvement programme, Project 2000 has introduced a new
version of its electronic control panels for the 12600 range of height-adjustment systems for
beds, featuring significant changes to both hardware and software.
The new control panel has an automatic reset facility after an error. This new feature makes the
system simpler for end users, who will no longer be forced to perform a manual reset by entering a
pre-programmed key sequence.
The new control panel not only provides automatic reset in case of error, it also reports the fault type
via LEDs that flash according to predefined codes.
As with all Project 2000 updates, the control unit is fully backwards compatible and can be fitted simply by completing the electrical connections, with no need for any kind of overhaul. Because the new model includes hardware changes, the software in older versions of the control unit cannot be updated to the new functionality. The new panel, called Top Line Bed Lifting Plus and Pro Bed Lifting Plus, is fitted to all
new bed systems from 1 June 2013. It can be identified through the code on the back near the connector input; a new graphical design is
on the way.

Stepping up

P

roject 2000 has made a series of technical enhancements to its products, including
some bestsellers, notably the 10574 and 10577 electronic-steps models with 2
footboards and foldaway action, and the 3-footboard model 10576. The innovation of greatest interest to end users is doubtless that the arm joining the steps has now
been replaced by a carefully devised and sized spring. This new feature, introduced as part
of our process of continually improving our products, helps to prevent damage to the step’s rotating mechanism caused by standing on the footboards when the steps are not fully
open. Project 2000’s steps are fitted as original equipment on recreational vehicles all over
the world and are the result of a precise and continually evolving design process. Top-quality materials; industrialised production processes; precise, robust and perfectly synchronised mechanisms; superior electronic components: all this, and more, is what you can
expect from every set of Project 2000–brand automatic steps. Although nothing has been left to chance, and the revamp was quick and
straightforward, the definitive solution is now here to make the steps even easier to use. The end users are sure to like it.

Tons of reliability

P

roject 2000 asked a specialist quality-certification company to put our electronic height-adjuster device for beds through its paces. They subjected it to a battery of strength, safety and reliability tests. The 12600 system came through
successfully and has gained certification. The various tests included loading the structure – a system of belts controlled by a sophisticated gearmotor – to 1300 kg. The powerful gearmotor demonstrated remarkable mechanical strength, and the robust oversized
gears sustained no damage. To ensure the system’s safety and reliability, Project 2000
has replicated the load test in-house, where ten employees jumped onto the structure,
which stood up to it safely. Our photograph shows the group standing on a bed supported by the 12600 device.

Project 2000 presents its new corporate video

A

fter launching its new website at the start of the year, Project 2000 is also presenting
its wares through a high-definition corporate video, which can be seen on www.project-2000.it. This communication tool enables private and professional customers
alike to become better acquainted with the Project 2000 brand. The video begins by presenting an array of solutions, from height-adjustment systems for beds to television holders and
electric steps, plus other ingenious automated mechanisms that the company has developed
in partnership with or to order for several camper manufacturers. The spotlight then falls on
the fine Italian success story of Davide Nardini, who started up this entrepreneurial adventure driven by a passion for camper touring and by the desire to improve the practical and functional aspects of various components, especially the steps. The video presents the various
production stages, from the order to design, from machining the metals to assembly, culminating in packing and shipping. Produced in both Italian and English, it will also be shown at the forthcoming trade fairs in Düsseldorf
and Parma, where visitors can see with their own eyes how Project 2000’s products take shape.
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