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TECNOFORM: "With the innovation challenge the crisis"
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The answer is “Just in Time”
At present, Tecnoform manufactures
75,000 furnishings on the European
market, which accounts for an overall
production of approximately 120,000
recreational vehicles. In Australia the
company controls about 80% of the
market, and in the United States it
supplies leader companies such as
Winnebago and Airstream.
The Bologna-based company reacted
promptly and firmly to the reduced
demand on the markets in the boating and recreational vehicle
industries. In fact, between 2010 and 2011, Tecnoform used its
resources and investments to innovate the production process
according to a modern concept of logistics management used in
the car industry.
«Due to the crisis that struck the caravanning industry in Europe
– says Roberto Kerkoc, Managing Director at Tecnoform and son
of the company founder - recreational vehicle manufacturers
have changed their strategies; they stopped producing based on
sales forecasts and started to focus on the actual purchasing
orders received by the distributors. We too adapted quickly: we
introduced a just-in-time and flexible production system. In this
internal revolution, Porsche consulting service was precious. It
allowed us to introduce a very precise lean concept on all our
lines, both in terms of planning and production». 
Thanks to this new strategy, Tecnoform was able to assist its
customers with the possibility of placing smaller orders planned
throughout the entire sales season; this also translated in very
competitive prices.

Promoter of weight reduction
A cultural and organizational change which represents a prompt
response to the new needs of old and new customers and which
allowed the Bologna-based company to better infiltrate the inter-
national market. However, the revolution of the production pro-
cess is not the only element Tecnoform focused on to fight this
complex economic downturn. 
«Our motto has been innovation, in every activity or project –
continues Kerkoc – We have introduced new production techno-
logies which made it possible to significantly reduce the weight
of the furniture. In the boating department, we have decided to
go beyond the traditional concept of furniture -which for the past
forty years has been based on classic materials- to propose light
and technological furnishings, maintaining the idea of luxury
interpreted as strength and design while cutting down costs and
weight as an added value, with a view to reducing fuel consum-
ption» 
A novelty for the boating industry, but a consolidated element in
recreational vehicles where the limited weight of furnishings has
always been essential, as the rules of the road require a special
driving license for caravans and motorhomes above the maxi-
mum weight allowed for the ordinary driving license.
«The hike in fuel costs, led to a contraction of the cubic capacity
also in recreational vehicles – goes on Kerkoc - Also in the United
States today we are selling 3000 cc engines while in Europe the
most popular capacity is 2300 cc. Tecnoform takes on the role of
technological promoter of weight reduction in furnishings, so
that it can be possible to produce light recreational vehicles for
the entire family to drive. Furthermore, both in the caravanning
and boating industry, we want to contribute in a tangible way to
reducing fuel consumption cutting in on the weight of furni-
shings, which are essential components and have a significant
impact on the final weight of caravans, motorhomes and boats».

Roberto Kerkoc
Managing Director

T he Tecnoform Design Lab is promoted by Tecnoform
Managing Director, Mr. Roberto Kerkoc. This project brings
together all the values supported and advertised by the com-

pany over the years, and which are instrumental to being successful
on the market all over the world. TDL translates into practice the
great experience acquired by the Bologna-based company in terms
of design, research, industrialization, technology, weight reduction,
made-in-Italy style. 
«TDL is a desire, – says Roberto Kerkoc – an idea originated from the
observation that -after so many years and so many trade fairs- our
efforts in proposing innovative products with a futuristic and van-
guard design hardly ever became real products on the market of the
moment. Our concepts were an extraordinary challenge to foretell
the trends, colors and materials of the future but they struggled to
enter standard production. Years of work that resulted in numerous
projects many of which, despite never entering production, remain
as a testimony of our ability to anticipate the future and as a tribute
to our excellence in design and in interpreting style». 
Two years before its 50th anniversary, Tecnoform has, indeed, felt the
need to give a tangible shape to its great experience. The goal was
to make full use of the know how acquired in years of experimenta-
tion, sharing it with other excellencies of the industry at internatio-
nal and international level to coordinate a very ambitious project. As
a matter of fact, TDL is the fruit of a complex and high-flying project:
creating a caravan, unique in the elegance of its decor, fully equip-
ped with furnishings and technological innovations, thanks to the
joint efforts of a group of renowned suppliers of the industry and
Tecnoform's coordination, taking into account the needs of mass
production while creating a new demand on the market. «We wrap-
ped up everything inside a shell of prestige- adds Roberto Kerkoc -
with the involvement of the world specialists of this industry and
bringing to light a project which won the most prestigious awards
and next year will even be launched on the market. The concrete
interest expressed by many visitors to the last edition of the
Düsseldorf trade fair, who were looking for a luxury suite on wheels
and identified TDL as the missing product in this sector tells us we are
on the right track».
Tecnoform's goal was to bring in the caravan environment not only
quality furnishings, but also innovative solutions which look after sty-
listic needs without ever losing sight of the functionality and
lightness of the materials. The interior design is, in fact, characterized
by clear and modern, yet refined, profiles and out of the lines of luxu-
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ry caravans, often a bit
emphatic when not
redundant. The envi-
ronments are highly
inspired from boat
design, starting with
the materials and the
nuances used, where
the essences of the
laminated oak and the
warmth of leather
upholstery perfectly
melt to form a succes-
sful and harmonious
pair. Tecnoform's excel-
lence in the field of furnishings finds its best expression in the accent
seams and chrome metal inlays used both for finishing and to mark
off the contours. The final result really stands out in recreational vehi-
cles interior design, not only in terms of style but also of technical
contents.
For the shell TDL chose to wear the most popular Airstream caravan
look. American Caravans characterized by their large size, neat inte-
riors and an exterior body shell with rounded corners, coated with
unmistakable aluminum "mirror" panels - Airstream are a true icon,
a cult phenomenon with fans all over the globe: the Airstreamers. 

World first FSC-certified caravan
Such an innovative project - as is TDL - based on
the wise union between design, technology and
innovation could not disregard ecofriendliness.
Indeed, TDL uses wood from forests that meet
the tight environmental, social and economic
standards established and approved by the
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), the internatio-
nal non-governmental organization operating to
improve forest management all over the world.
This -combined with the use of water-based paint, eco leather and
recyclable materials- earned the decor the FSC certification, guaran-
teeing its complete environmental sustainability. Complying ahead of
times with the EU legislation which, starting in 2013, will require
companies using wooden material to certify its origin, Tecnoform not
only gets certified, it does so meeting the very strict requirements of
the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). The Forest Stewardship Council

is an independent non-for-profit non-governmental organization
which, besides working to improve forest management all over the
world, promotes and diffuses the FSC certification to label products
made with wood from properly and responsibly-managed forests,
according to rigorous environmental, social and economic standards.
This certification also guarantees that the forest from which the lum-
ber comes from was controlled and assessed in full compliance with
said standards. Among FSC members there are environmentalist and
social groups, local communities, forest owners, companies that pro-
cess and sell wood, scientists and technicians. As part of its tasks FSC
defines the standard for a correct management of the forests, it pro-
vides technical assistance, it promotes the FSC label and it monitors
its proper use. FSC essentially issues two types of certification for
forest management and chain of custody (COC). The first one is
addressed to forest owners and managers, while the second certifi-
cation is for companies which operate in the transformation and/or
trade of forest products guaranteeing traceability of the products
coming from FSC-certified forests. This is a fundamental requirement
for products to obtain the FSC label.

Experts approve TDL
The TDL project was presented at the last
edition of the Düsseldorf Caravan Salon
and it won not one but two titles of the
prestigious “Caravanning Design Award
2012/2013”: “Best Interior Design” and
“Best Practice”. The first one judges the
appearance and style of the interior
design and it aims at turning the spotlight
on the growing importance of the compa-
ny in the caravanning industry. “Best
Practice” is an acknowledgement awarding solutions which -besides
coming to light for their excellent design- distinguish themselves for
functionality while setting the new standard. The award, which takes
place every two year at the Düsseldorf trade fair, is an important
international acknowledgement of a product's quality-design and
innovative power. It is organized in cooperation with the Red Dot
Design Award       one of the world most important awards since
1955 for product design. At the last edition of the Caravanning
Design Award there were 92 companies, from nine countries, divided
into seven different classes: from caravans to interior products, from
curtains to camping equipment and innovative design products. At
the official award ceremony on 25th August, within the framework
of the Düsseldorf Caravan Salon, among other guests, there were
Prof. Dr. Peter Zec, founder of the Red Dot Design Award and sena-
tor of the Council of Societies of Industrial Design, and Ernst
Burgbacher, State Secretary of the federal German Ministry of
Economy and Technology.
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Company Profile
T wo years from celebrating the

50th anniversary of its crea-
tion, today Tecnoform can rely on
200 highly qualified workers and
on a past full of entrepreneurial
successes which pushed it towards
the conquest of the big internatio-
nal markets. The quality of its pro-
ducts comes from a tireless rese-
arch on the materials and from the
development of cutting-edge pro-
duction processes, in compliance
with the strictest standards on qua-
lity management. The enormous
know-how acquired in design is
coupled with the most sophistica-
ted technologies for industrial pro-
duction which allowed Tecnoform
to set the standard both for the
style and reliability and competiti-
veness of its product.
At present, Tecnoform manufactu-
res 75,000 furnishings on the
European market, which accounts
for an overall production of appro-
ximately 120,000 recreational
vehicles. In Australia the company
controls about 80% of the market,
and in the United States it supplies
leader companies such as
Winnebago and Airstream.




