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C ompany news Vetroresina

With the opening of a new department in the Italian plant, production capacity has been increased by 
20% and the quality of sheets packed in 120-metre rolls has improved. Now, the company is ready for 
the next leap forward.

Objective: 
6 million square metres

Words Andrea Cattaneo

Major changes are in store in the Vetroresina S.p.A. plant with 
the start-up at the beginning of April of the new system that 
will increase production capacity and also improve the sheet 

quality. The Italian company, which is a world leading manufacturer 
of fibreglass laminates, has been working on the project for three 
years, describing it in detail before moving onto construction and 
testing. The new department hosts four all-new production lines. 
“We are operative, at last”, proudly declared Simone Colombarini, 
President of Vetroresina S.p.A. “The new system is up and running, 
although not yet at full capacity. It was an ambitious project, but also 
a necessary one to cope with the growing demands for a market 

increasingly shifting towards the use of fibreglass for the walls, roofs 
and floors of RVs. The new plant will allow us to increase production 
in a major way, by around 20%, because when it is fully up to speed 
it will allow the production of over 1 million square meters of slabs 
more every year. Going from 5 million to over 6 million square me-
tres a year is no small thing. Obviously, to create this new production 
area we purchased and installed new machinery and built a large 
building to house the line. We erected 5,000 square meters of sheds, 
upping our covered surface area to 36,000 square meters in total. 
The investment was considerable, there is no doubt about it, but I 
am sure that it will bring good results”. The investment was not only 



65B t o B
    

contacts

Founded in 1968, Vetroresina S.p.A. 
produces glass fibre-reinforced polyester 
resin laminates. The company’s great op-
erating capacity results from thorough 
research in the composite materials sec-
tor linked to the study and continuous 
improvement of processing techniques. 
To maintain and increase the level of pro-
duction, Vetroresina S.p.A. has planned 
substantial investments and thanks to 
the contribution of advanced technolo-
gies, as well as close collaboration with 
universities and experts in the sector, it 
has been able to apprehend the changes 
in and new requirements of the market. 
A high level of technology together with 
particular attention to aesthetics and 
materials have given rise to product di-
versification, extending their range and 
fields of application. Vetroresina S.p.A. 
has a production capacity of 6 million 
m2 / year. The main production site in 
Italy covers an area of 65,000 square 
meters, of which 36,000 are covered, 
and employs 140 people. In June 2000, 
Vetroresina S.p.A. opened a factory in 

Brazil, in the municipality 
of São Paulo, from which 
it can meet the needs of 
the South American mar-
ket, and since May 2008 
the company has boasted 
a new production site in 
the USA from which it can 
dedicate itself to manag-
ing the North American 
market. Around 50 peo-
ple work in the American 
branches.

Company Profile

Simone Colombarini
CEO Vetroresina SpA 

Last year, Vetroresina S.p.A. acquired 30% 
of the shares of Gees Recycling s.r.l. based in 
Aviano (province of Pordenone, in the North 
of Italy). Vetroresina S.p.A. has been co-
operating for some time with this “green” 
industry specialised in the recovery and 
recycling of waste products made of fibre-
glass and other materials. Vetroresina S.p.A. 
sends processing waste to Gees Recycling 
and is encouraging some customers (Euro-
pean camper van manufacturers) to do the 
same. The fibreglass and other insulating 
materials inside the panels is recycled and 
the recovered material are used to make 
semi-finished or finished products. The re-

Fibreglass recycling

justified by the need to increase production. 
The new 120-metre-long production line 
also allows the production of rolls double 
the length of the standard ones made un-
til now by Vetroresina S.p.A., passing from 
60 to 120 metres. This has advantages for 
customers, because they can exploit mate-
rial better and reduce waste when cutting 
the sheets. Another great advantage of new 
production lines is the improved sheet quali-
ty. An automated production process is used 
which is more modern than the traditional 
manual system used for making laminates. 
Resin and gel coat are applied by digitally 

covered material has been successfully used 
to make shower trays and experiments on 
kitchen worktops are underway. The idea 
for making reinforcing elements of the walls 
and floors of the RVs is being floated. With 
this technology, it is possible to recycle an 
entire wall of a motorhome with fibreglass 
lining, providing practical answers to the 
problem of scrapping end-of-life vehicles. It 
is a real circular economy project. Material 
made in a given sector, in this case that of 
RVs, is recovered and recycled to make new 
products, which are used within the same 
sector (for more information, go to the 
www.geesrecycling.com).

controlled machines. Material distribution is 
accurate and uniform as a result. The new 
technology reduces waste, but above all 
provides constant sheet quality, with uni-
form thickness and improved dimensional 
tolerances. New personnel were recruited 
during 2018 to begin preparations for the 
new department and to consolidate exist-
ing shifts. About fifteen people have joined. 
There are now one hundred and forty peo-
ple working in total at the Italian plant of 
Vetroresina S.p.A. and nearly fifty people in 
the two American plants, one located in the 
U.S.A and other in Brazil.




