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How Truma started
Philipp Kreis had a language school in Munich, but because of the power cuts Germany was experiencing after the
Second World War,
he had the idea to
develop a gas lamp
so he could still
run lessons in the
evenings. The gas
lamp proved a success, and he soon
had to increase
production to meet
demand. In 1949,
on 27th October,
Philipp Kreis officially founded his
company – Truma.
Philipp Kreis

1950s
New products and Truma’s first patents
Truma started developing and patenting more
products in the 1950’s. This started on 10 November, 1950, with the patent for the Truma
Gasleuchte (gas light). Truma only had a workforce of 12 people and Philipp Kreis’s fellow
language teachers were now working as development or assembly staff at Truma.

Alexander Wottrich

Truma: 70 years
of innovation

Words John Rawlings

Over the last 70 years, Truma has been a pioneer in making leisure
vehicle accessories to improve the experience and convenience
for the end user. It has become a market-leading specialist using
its decades of expertise to develop an increasingly wide range
of caravan and motorhome accessories, and has also embraced
the latest technology to make life even easier for caravan and
motorhome users all over the world.

T

ruma is proudly celebrating its 70th
anniversary in 2019. The impact its
heating, air conditioning, hot water
and manoeuvring products have made on
the comfort and convenience of leisure vehicles around the world in the last 70 years
is undeniable. This international success is
an incredible achievement for a company that was founded by a man after he
produced a humble gas lamp to combat
the regular power cuts in Germany after
the Second World War. Although Truma
is now a globally recognised brand by
consumers and OEMs in the leisure vehi-
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cle sector, few people probably know the
name of Philipp Kreis who founded the
company, or that he named it in honour
of the U.S. President Harry Truman because of his role in helping rebuild Germany’s industry after the war. Now the
facts speak for themselves: 820 employees
worldwide; subsidiaries in UK, Italy, Sweden, China, USA and Australia; and over
six million S-heaters produced since 1961.
And Truma is still a family-owned business,
now managed by Philipp Kreis’s grandson,
Alexander Wottrich and the second, external CEO, Robert Strauß.

1960s
Heaters fuel growth
The 1960’s were an important period for
innovation,
growth
and
success for Truma, as caravanning became
more popular
in Europe and
it established
its first sales
networks. This
decade
saw
the introduction of heating and hot water
products which have become a core part of
Truma’s business. By 1961, Truma had expanded and needed to move to larger premises, still in the Munich area. It saw the birth
of the Truma logo (with circle and flame) that
is still used today. In the same year, the first
Tr u m a - m a t i c
heater
was
launched, which
is recognised as
the first official
caravan heater.
Six years later,
Truma
introduced the first
S-heater with its
S-shaped heat
exchanger.

contacts

1970s

1980s

Rapid expansion and recognition
Truma’s achievements were recognised
when Philipp Kreis was awarded the Order
of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany for his pioneering work. He introduced
further initiatives in the 1970’s, including
Truma’s own mobile customer service technicians who were able to support customers
by visiting them at their home or at campsites in Germany.
New products in
the 1970’s included the Trumatic E
electric heater and
Truma Therme to
bring hot water to
caravans and motorhomes for the
first time.

Evolutionary changes

2000s
International expansion
Truma’s expansion continued internationally
in this decade with Truma Italia founded in
2007 and an office set up in China in 2008.
The decade started with Renate Schimmer-Wottrich being awarded the Cross of
Merit in 2003 for her
entrepreneurial
and
charitable
achievements, before resigning
from the management
board in 2008 to take
over as chairwoman of
the advisory board. In
2005 the Truma Technology and Innovation
Centre opened with
two new cold and climate chambers and

a state-of-the-art
test facility for air conditioning systems. Truma continued to improve its products and
introduced the Truma Combi heater in 2007,
which proved a significant success as the
most compact and efficient of its kind.

Throughout the
1980’s Truma
consolidated
on its success
and evolved its
products and
business
to
achieve further
success. It started the decade
by introducing
a Truma gas
boiler
which
Renate Schimmer-Wottrich
meant people
could now enjoy a hot shower in their leisure
vehicles. It also brought Truma’s production,
engineering and administration together in a
prestigious new building in Putzbrunn (near
Munich), modernised its production facilities,
and opened a new cold chamber for testing
even large motorhomes in severe conditions.
By 1988, Philipp Kreis was reaching retirement
and stepped aside for his daughter, Renate
Schimmer-Wottrich to take over the management of the company – which she did very
successfully as Managing Partner for the next
20 years.

1990s
Innovation and
diversification
Truma
continued to grow and
diversify in this
decade, with further extensions
to its premises,
network
and
product range.
Significant events were the introduction of
the new Trumatic C combined heater and
hot water unit in 1994, the founding of a
Truma subsidiary in the UK in 1997 and the
acquisition of Alde, the Swedish hot water
and heating manufacturer. By the end of
the decade, Truma had diversified into two
new product areas with the introduction of
its first air conditioning system and a motor-mover to make manoeuvring a caravan
simpler for all ages.

2010s
Innovation and
celebration
There has been further international expansion for Truma in
recent years, with the
founding of subsidiaries in Scandinavia,
USA and China. This
decade has also seen
changes in the management of Truma with grandson of Philipp
Kreis, Alexander Wottrich, taking over as
Technical CEO. Of course, product develdevel
opment never ceases, and this decade
has been busy with many launches and
innovations, such as: the Truma crash
sensor gas regulators for safety when
using the heater on the move; the first
roof-mounted Aventa air conditioning
system; new versions of the legendary
S-heater range with new standards of performance and convenience; and a new Truma Mover XT for ultra-precise manoeuvring.

Truma has also embraced the new digital
world with, in 2015, the award-winning iNet
System which introduces the convenience
of being able to remotely control the Truma
Combi heating and air conditioning systems.
More recently this has also been expanded to
include Truma LevelControl, to always be able
to see how much gas is left in the cylinder.
Truma – 70 years of tradition, 70 years of innovation.
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