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This is the dawn of a new era at Vetroresina Spa: the Italian 
company, which has been producing fibreglass laminates for 
the RV sector since the ‘90s, has completed trials on a brand 

new technology and the new production lines are set to be fully 
operational in just a few weeks. The development represents a sig-

Lines for the future
The company is undergoing expansion: new automated production lines installed at the 
Italian headquarters will allow the production of 120-metre long rolls, with manufacturing 
capacity increased by up to 20%.

Words Andrea Cattaneo

nificant investment, with the construction of a large building along-
side the existing industrial sheds, as well as the purchase of new 
machinery. A step deemed necessary to compete in a market that 
is growing, not just in terms of increased sales around the world, 
but also as regards the ever-increasing demand for firbreglass for 
motorhome construction.
“We’ve known for some time that we needed to increase our pro-
duction capacity”, noted Simone Colombarini, chairman of Vetro-
resina SpA. “For at least  two years we’ve been working at full ca-
pacity, practically pushing ourselves to the limit following positive 
expansion in the European market and the ever-increasing popular-
ity of fibreglass laminates in the RV sector. So there was the need 
to produce more, but also to produce better. With this in mind, we 
launched a development plan: we decided to boost our produc-
tion lines, which means new machinery, but also new buildings to 
house it. Our goal was to increase our current production capacity 
by 20%, in order to achieve an annual output of 6 million m². The 
trial phase has now been completed, the building is ready and we 
are waiting for the last machines to arrive: I’m confident that by the 
end of September we will be able to start production”. 
The new building will house 4 new production lines. Most impor-
tantly, these new production lines are twice as long as the current 
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ones: 120 metres rather than 60. This will 
allow the company to produce much longer 
rolls, up to 120 metres in length, enabling a 
reduction of waste not just for the company, 
but for its customers too. But perhaps the 
most important innovation is the introduc-
tion of an automated production process, 
which is a real step forward compared to 
traditional laminate production, which is 
still manual. 
“After numerous tests, we succeeded in 
finding the best solution for automating 
the distribution of the gelcoat and resin”, 
explains Simone Colombarini, “that is to 
say, the only part of the production process 
that had still be to automated at Vetroresi-
na Spa. The new technology will allow us 
greater precision in the distribution of the 
raw materials, which will reduce waste and 
at the same time improve the products’ di-
mensional tolerances”.
For the moment, the new process will only 
feature on the four new production lines, 
but the company aims to automate the 
original production lines too in the very near 
future, installing new machinery. The only 

Company Profile
Founded in 1968, Vetroresina S.p.A. produces glass fibre-reinforced polyester 

resin laminates. The company’s great operating capacity results from thor-
ough research in the composite materials sector linked to the study and contin-
uous improvement of processing techniques. To maintain and increase the level 
of production, Vetroresina S.p.A. has planned substantial investments and thanks 
to the contribution of advanced technologies, as well as close collaboration with 
universities and experts in the sector, it has been able to apprehend the changes 
in and new requirements of the market. A high level of technology together with 
particular attention to aesthetics and materials have given rise to product diversi-
fication, extending their range and fields of application. Vetroresina S.p.A. has a 
production capacity of 129 items per day and extends over an area of 46,000 m². In 
June 2000, Vetroresina S.p.A. opened a factory in Brazil, in the municipality of São 
Paulo, from which it can meet the needs of the South American market, and since 
May 2008 the company has boasted a new production site in the USA from which 
it can dedicate itself to managing the North American market.

remaining constraint will be the length of 
rolls, as the existing industrial sheds do no 
permit production in excess of 60 metres. 
During this transition, too, Vetroresina Spa 
has continued to work closely with RV man-
ufacturers in order to understand their spe-
cific requirements, developing new products 
where necessary. In recent years the compa-
ny has created pre-finished fibreglass sheets 
with PVC already applied on one side, for 
vehicle flooring (cockpit side). But it has 
also developed sheets without gelcoat, for 
use on interior walls, which do not require 
the same level of resistance to atmospheric 
agents as the exterior sides of the vehicle: 
this offers cost savings and results in a light-
er product. 
“In the past two to three years we haven’t 
sought to expand our market”, explains 
Simone Colombarini, “simply because we 
were already operating at full capacity. As 
a result, we focused on developing new 
products and improving existing ones. In 
the coming years, however, increased pro-
duction capacity will allow us to expand our 
range of action to other markets, China and 

Australia come to mind, for example. But it 
will also allow us to strengthen our presence 
in Europe, leveraging emerging products, 
which go beyond traditional sheets”.
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