Intriguing automatisms

To offer the RV market products that are increasingly automotive, FAP is presenting the
definitive version - ready for production - of its automatic garage door opening and closing
system at the Caravan Salon.
Words Andrea Cattaneo

D

espite the growing interest in
non-European markets, FAP continues to have the reference point of its
production in Europe, where it holds a position as undisputed leader in the RV locks
segment. The Florence-based company thus
returns to the Caravan Salon, and it does
so as usual, offering some major new solutions, first and foremost the definitive version of the handless garage door, the concept of which it presented last year.
“Innovation has always driven the choices
of FAP, - comments Lapo Ermini, general
manager of FAP and the founder’s grandson - because you can only grow and attract
customers and end users through product
innovation. As you known, the company
has a cutting-edge engineering department
and it has always invested considerably in
research and development. For us, quality
comes first, and with the ISO 2001 certification, we were pioneers in the caravanning
sector, implementing it as early as 2003, and
we have implemented ISO 2015 - which is
much more sophisticated - since 2018. Yet
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quality alone is not enough: one needs to
look ahead at all times and offer the market innovative solutions. So, after making
our début with the automatic door, we have
now put into production our automatically-closing garage door. This product targets
the European market, at least initially: Europe remains our biggest user basin. Mention however should be made of the rise in
sales in certain emerging markets: for the
fourth year running, we have exhibited at
the exhibition in Beijing, and I believe China
to have plenty of potential for development
in the RV sector. We have also grown in Australia, which is an extremely appealing market for us, where manufacturers are opting
for a more European-like style and where
the possibility for growth is significant”.
As regards the automatic closing system,
intended for the main motorhome garage
door, the concept presented last year definitely got positive feedback: FAP therefore
decided to fine-tune all its details and mass
produce it. It will therefore be available to
accessorise recreational vehicles for the

2019-2020 season, however FAP has informed us that a standard production RV
will be available with this device as early as
next September, thereby paving the way for
future applications. This is obviously a device devised for premium motorhomes, but
some manufacturers may possibly offer it
as an optional on their medium and highend models. This is an automotive solution,
which will be extremely appealing to customers who are used to seeing this device
on their car. The concept of the handless
garage door is simple: it is designed to
make the user’s life easy, allowing him/her
to open and close the garage door without
having to use their hands and without using
a key, a lock or a handle. Three versions are
envisaged: the cheaper, basic version is designed to open and close the garage door
with a button. The most interesting solution
however is the intermediate version, which
in addition to the manual button includes
sensors underneath the motorhome: the
opening system is triggered as one’s foot
sweeps under the sensor. The third solution
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is more sophisticated and, in addition to the button and sensor,
it also features a Bluetooth system that automatically releases the
safety catch when the user approaches with his/her smartphone.
Obviously the triggering of the opening system (button and sensors)
depends on the release of the safety catches, which occurs, except
in the Bluetooth version, using the vehicle’s central locking remote
control. Please note that the garage door can be camouflaged to
look like the vehicle side panel, thereby creating a single, seamless
whole, because the visible handle has been removed.
“The objective is clear: – concludes Lapo Ermini – our research and
development activity focuses on making the user’s life easier by allowing him/her to stand out from the crowd”.

Lapo Ermini at Caravan Salon 2017

Company Profile

S

ince nearly half century, FAP is involved in the production of plastic
accessories, but not only. The founder approached R.V. market in 1968,
listening suggestion of two entrepreneurs (namely Mr. Luano Niccolai
from Rimor and Mr. Giovanbattista
Moscardini from Laika) that made history on this field. In 1982 FAP entered
also the rail way sector supplying
interior decoration. Production and
ware house is located in Florence in
a building of 4.000 covered square
meter. FAP is today covering 80% of
European market needs for R.V. door
locks, having good and friendly connection with door manufacturers and
Motor home manufacturers.
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