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Italian plant is being expanded
The testing of the new light laminate product has nearly ended and it has been decided to increase production by 20% by expanding the main plant to satisfy the continuous demand.
Words Giorgio Carpi

ore and more manufacturers are
using fibreglass for making camper
vans and the trend is a gratifying
one for Vetroresina S.p.A. that has invested
major resources to perfecting and promoting this material. The development is constant and Vetroresina S.p.A., world leader in
the production of fibreglass laminates for
recreational vehicles and refrigerated trucks,
is happy to adapt to the new production
turnarounds and is expanding the Italian
plant.
"We can cope with all current orders but we
want to organise ourselves even better in
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the future", explained Simone Colombarini,
CEO of Vetroresina S.p.A. "To respond to
the increasing market demand, last year we
kicked off a project aimed at expanding our
production plant. In short, we will be increasing the shop floor and boosting the production line. We have set the goal of increasing our capacity by 20%", he added."
The expansion works are scheduled to end
in November this year and the new production line is expected to reach full rate during
the first months of 2018. In parallel, the
company's two plants in America are also
satisfying the needs of growing markets: the

plant in Brazil was
opened
in
2000 for South
America customers and the
plant
in
Greenville,
South Carolina
(U.S.A.) caters
to
North
American
manufacturers.
The use of fibreglass
for exterior body lining is
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now customary in Italy and France, while
other applications have been more recently
introduced and are on the rise. An example
is that of vehicle floor sandwich panels: the
outer coating on road side is coated with
fibreglass and very often so is the side facing
the passenger compartment. This solution
was firstly tested by Hymer and then adopted by many manufacturers across Europe.
Nearly all Italian and most French manufacturers successfully use fibreglass also for the
inner lining (passenger compartment side)
of the sandwich panels used for the sides.
The method of using double fibreglass sheets on the inside and outside was introduced by the German company Eura Mobil.
This technique, combined with excellent
assembly techniques, puts the company in
the position to offer a ten year warranty on
the body to customers. The advantages of
fibreglass sheets are no mystery: they are
light, waterproof and strong and have low
thermal conductivity. On the sides and roof,

fibreglass withstands hail damage and on
the floor it protects from water and gravel.
Fibreglass has less waste than plywood and
the cost differences are minimum. The fibreglass sheets are cut to size from a 60 metre
long roll. Width is determined with millimetric accuracy. Plywood sheets, on the other
hand, are not made in a single piece and
must be joined. This implies lower strength
as a consequence. The advantages of fibreglass are catching the eye of north
American manufacturers who are fond of
traditional
construction
methods.
Manufacturers in the U.S.A. are favourably
looking into European techniques particularly for heat insulation and weight reduction. Consequently, new application scenarios could open up for fibreglass sandwich
panels, for making floors for instance, since
these component parts are still made using
thick plywood sheets.Vetroresina S.p.A. kicked off a project a few months ago aimed at
reducing the weight of sheets. The compa-

ny is teaming up with a
major glass fibre
manufacturer for
this stage of
the experiment.
As
known,
glass fibre is
the
basic
material of fibreglass forming its
inner
armature.
The study, which is now
in its final stages, focused
on how to reduce weight
without compromising product
strength. "In order to respond to
the needs of European camper van
manufacturers we are aiming at making
fibreglass sheets which are even lighter that
those we use today", Simone Colombarini
explained. "We have completed the tests
and gathered interesting results: some glass
fibre parameters can be modified to improve the mechanical properties of the fibreglass laminates and reduce their weight. We
will soon be able to launch this new product
on the market".

Company Profile

stablished in 1968, Vetroresina
SpA manufactures polyester
resin laminates reinforced with
fibreglass. The company’s large
production capacity results from
specific research in the field of
composite materials, associated
with continued improvements in
manufacturing techniques. To
maintain and increase production
levels, Vetroresina SpA has implemented a major investment strategy and, with the help of advanced
technologies and close partnerships with universities and industry
experts, has been capable of adapting to market changes and new
requirements.
Sophisticated technology levels,
combined with a special attention
to aesthetics and materials, have
led to a range of diversified products, extending to many areas of
application. Vetroresina SpA has a
production capacity of 129 units
per day, with a production area
that covers 46,000 m². In June 2000,
Vetroresina SpA inaugurated a production plant in the state of São
Paulo, Brazil, in order to meet the
needs of the South American market, and has operated a production
facility in the United States since
May 2008, dedicated to the North
American market.
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